
Enough, and more than enough.

S T E W A R D S H I P  M I N I S T R Y  2 0 2 4
S T .  M A R Y ’ S  E P I S C O P A L  C H U R C H



Each year in the fall, we at St. Mary’s Church set aside 

six weeks for a Season of Stewardship. This is a time 

when we are especially mindful to give thanks to God 

for all of God’s goodness and blessings for each of us. 

We express that thanks to God by making a monetary 

pledge to St. Mary’s Church to be used for the ministry 

of Christ for the coming year.

We do not give to a budget. Yes, all of our pledges will 

be used to fund the mission and ministry of the church 

next year, but we do not give to a budget. We give to 

God. Discerning what measure of our monetary means 

we want to offer in thanksgiving to God is a work of the 

Spirit in us. As the great mid-20th century Archbishop of 

Canterbury William Temple said, “The great work of the 

Spirit is to keep us in deep companionship with Jesus.” 

One of the stories that the Church from its earliest days 

kept especially close, and that kept the people close to 

Jesus, is the story of the Feeding of the 5,000. This story 

appears in each of the four Gospels. Apparently, it’s a 

story we need to hear over and over again!

This miraculous story of abundance is the theme for this 

year’s Season of Stewardship.   
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The story of the Feeding of the 5,000 is a beloved remembrance of the first followers of Jesus. It’s the story 
of a miraculous day in their life with him that we’ve never been able to forget, because it is the story of our 
life with Jesus, too. You know the story. Great crowds followed Jesus. He healed them. He proclaimed the 
good news of the coming Kingdom of God. They found themselves in a remote place far from home. It was 
late in the day and the disciples told Jesus to send the crowds off so they could fend for themselves and find 
something to eat. But Jesus said, “You give them something to eat.” A quick inventory showed they only 
had five loaves and two fish to go around, which isn’t enough. Not nearly. But Jesus took what they had and 
blessed it. He broke the bread and divided the fish and before long everyone had eaten their fill with plenty 
left over.

Enough and More Than Enough!

This is the story of our life with Jesus, too, and how we become afraid that we don’t have enough. But by 
offering what we have to be blessed by him, an abundance is released that is enough and more than enough 
for all to be fed.

Let the following reflections on this great story keep you close to Jesus as you discern what you will give to 
be received and blessed and given away for Christ and his Kingdom.



Traveling with Jesus
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Jesus calls his people into community. And each of us has 
been blessed to find this beloved community of St. Mary’s. 
Like his first group of followers, our parish started out 
small in number. The discipleship of those initial members 
was strong, and over our many decades St. Mary’s has 
grown and thrived thanks to the care our community has 
shown as followers of Jesus. We have traveled through the 
decades serving those among us and those around us and 
even those who need our help far away. We have kept the 
faith that we have enough and more than enough, and our 
gifts have made it so. 

Maggi Tinsley
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Uncertainty and scarcity. I imagine that’s what 
the disciples saw when they looked at the crowd 
who hadn’t eaten all day. There’s such dread 
when we come upon something unexpected 
and it seems there is not enough. Not enough 
resources, not enough time, not enough within 
ourselves. But just as Jesus blesses the loaves 
and fish, he blesses us. He blesses us so that 
we too may become what is needed in the 
abundance of his love. 

Amelia McDaniel

How do we feed these people? We don’t have enough!
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Jesus does not send the crowd of people away to fend for themselves. 
He has compassion for them. So, he turns to those closest to him, his 
disciples, and says simply, “You give them something to eat.” After a 
quick look at what they have, they say all that they have are five loaves 
of bread and two fish – which might as well be nothing! What is that 
among so many mouths to feed? Jesus has asked them to feed all these 
people and what they see is how little they have. There is so much good 
we want to do and sometimes it feels like we have so little to give. Too 
few resources, too little time. Sometimes we think, why even try? But 
Jesus shows that life with him is abundance and that what we have 
together is what we need. 

David May

What you have is what you need

Everyone knows not to keep a hungry crowd 
waiting. But when given the bread and the fish, 
Jesus pauses for just a moment. He looks up and 
he blesses them. He remembers that it is God who 
has provided this gift and that it is God alone who 
can turn it into something beautiful. When we 
receive our gifts in this life, what if we took that 
holy pause, too? I wonder how our hearts might be 
transformed by these simple acts of remembering 
and thanking and trusting God. 

Kilpy Singer
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Receiving and giving thanks



When teaching the Feeding of 
the 5,000 to children I often get a 
question something like this: “But if 
I share my snack at my table there 
still won’t be enough for everyone.” 
And this is true. Then we talk about 
what a feast they would have if the 
whole table shared with one another. 
We cannot know God’s plans, but if 
we begin by sharing what we can, 
God can take our gifts and bless 
them. The first step always begins 
with sharing. 

Amelia McDaniel
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Sharing what we have Pledging as a spiritual practice

If making a monetary pledge to your church is a new spiritual 
practice for you, here is some guidance from the deep wisdom of the 
Christian faith and tradition. The Biblical foundation of pledging is 
the vision that the People of God offer a tithe of their means to God 
in thanksgiving for God’s blessings, knowing that all we have been 
given comes from God. A tithe is 10 percent. A wise old bishop once 
said to me, “A tithe means you keep 90 percent!” For some, reaching 
a tithe happens all at once. For others, it takes a journey to reach that 
goal. People who are on the journey will tell you that growing your 
pledge is really a spiritual act, where you trust God with more and 
more of who you are. People on this journey will also tell you that 
they have discovered that you can’t outgive God!

And in considering what portion of your monetary means you 
would like to offer, pray. Giving to God a pledged offering is 
primarily a spiritual discipline anchored in prayer. Thank God for 
the gifts and resources you have been given. Ask God to help you be 
a good steward of all those gifts to make life flourish and thrive for 
yourself, for your family, for your community, and for this world 
God loves. Simply ask God, “What portion am I to give? Please 
show me.”

Finally, remember that the church is a community. None of us 
must do it all on our own. We have each other. What is important 
is that we all join together in offering what we have. What we all 
offer together as it is received into the hands of our living Lord and 
blessed and given away is enough, and more than enough!

David May
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$1.25million

In 2023, the people of St. Mary’s pledged $1,210,000 for the mission and ministry 
of Christ. This year, let’s look forward with hope to reach $1.25 million for Christ 
and his Kingdom.

o u r  g o a l :

E x p e n s e  B r e a k d o w n
( J a n u a r y  2 0 2 3  -  J u l y  2 0 2 3  e s t . )

Worship
17%

Stewardship
6%

Fellowship
12%

Mission & Outreach
21%

Education &
Spiritual Formation

14%

Buildings &
Grounds

30%

Worship

Includes all resources 
for our worshipping 
life.

Mission & 
Outreach

Includes the means to care 
for and support agencies and 
ministries beyond St. Mary’s.

Stewardship

Includes the means 
to support our larger 
Episcopal family.

Fellowship

Includes everything 
we need to break bread 
together.

Education & 
Spiritual Formation

Includes the resources we 
need to grow in Christ.

Buildings & 
Grounds

Includes the means 
to care for our sacred 
grounds and buildings.

*All expenditures on staff salaries and administration costs are included in the percentages of the expense breakdown categories.
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W a y s  t o  P l e d g e
B r i n g

Bring your pledge card to the church on 
Sunday morning or to the church office 
during the week. We’re open from 8:30 a.m. 
to 4:30 p.m., Monday-Friday.

M a i l
Return a pledge card by mail to 12291 River 
Road, Richmond, VA 23238.

C l i c k
www.stmarysgoochland.org/pledge

E m a i l
estarling@stmarysgoochland.org

C a l l
(804) 784-5678 to speak with Elizabeth Starling 

S c a n
This QR code takes you
directly to the online
pledge form.



St. Mary’s Episcopal Church
12291 River Road, Richmond, VA 23238

(804) 784-5678
www.stmarysgoochland.org


