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Today’s
Schedule

9 a.m. Holy 
Eucharist in Little 
St. Mary’s

11 a.m. Holy 
Eucharist in New 
St. Mary’s

Welcome!
St. Mary’s Vestry has written a Pastoral Letter and is reading it this morning at both services.

The Apostle Paul’s 
letters follow 

a clear format. In 
Paul’s day there 
were no envelopes 
nor address, so 
each letter began 

by saying, ‘this is Paul writing to all 
the good people in Rome.’ Followed 
with a thanksgiving to God for the 
folks to whom he was writing. The 
body of the letter sorted through 
questions of faith and life that he 
knew a congregation was working on. 
He’d conclude by sending greetings 
from folks where he was (‘we all 
send you our love and prayers!’) to 
the congregation he was writing (‘be 
sure to give Chloe a hug from me!’). 
Congregations treasured those letters, 
held onto them, read them over and 

over again. We still do.

Letter writing is a lost art. Which 
is a shame because a real live 

letter written in a real live person’s 
handwriting has a special power. It’s 
as if that person is right there with 
you and you can keep something of 
that person. I’ve kept some letters 
from over the years, from my mother, 
my sons, a parishioner right after I 
was ordained urging me to hang in 
there, and a whole bunch from my 
wife Emmy. One I treasure is from 
over thirty years ago, from someone 
I never met, along with a picture 
of her grandson who was born 
with profound physical and mental 
disabilities.  The letter includes words 
I know by heart: ‘please pray for him.  
He struggles so hard, and he is the 
light of my life.’ 

Welcome to St. Mary’s Episcopal 
Church - we are so glad that you 
are here! Since the 1870s, God has 
gathered a beloved community of 
Jesus to worship and serve here, 
where all are welcomed. We are 
committed to provide a holy place 
for worship, Christian Formation 
for all ages that is compelling and 
life-giving, opportunities to reach 
out in love for those in need, and 
an enthusiastic hope that all who 
call St. Mary’s their spiritual home 
can participate in every area of 
our common life in Christ. The 
spirit of St. Mary’s is grounded in 
a deep sense of gratitude for God’s 
goodness and love. We give thanks 
for you and for your life, and we are 
grateful to God for the opportunity 
to welcome you!

Weekly reflection continues...

12 p.m. Parish 
Picnic on the 
Terrace

10 a.m. Sunday School on 
the Nature Trail and in 
the Education Building

10 a.m. Adult 
Forum in the Parish 
Hall
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Would you like to write for us? 
Contact Ashley Cameron at 

acameron@stmarysgoochland.org 
to learn more.

Weekly reflection continued...

From time to time, I’ll take one out and re-read it. I realize that most of 
the letters I’ve kept came from pivotal moments in my life. When I re-

read them, they guide me when I need guiding, encourage me when I need 
encouraging, or bless me when I stand in need of blessing.

The Vestry has written a letter to the people of St. Mary’s. Senior Warden, 
Missy Roberts, alongside Junior Warden, Wayne Dementi, will read it to you 

this Sunday morning. I am not going to steal their thunder, but it is not a letter 
asking for anything. It is a letter that comes at an important time in the life of 
our parish family. Like everyone else, we have been through such a hard few 
years. And hard for lots of reasons. And like everyone else, we are beginning to 
live our lives more fully again. God is putting us back together while the Spirit 
does her work to show us who we are and who we may be.

The Vestry’s beautiful letter is coming to you at the right moment with the 
right words full of the great hearts and spirits of the members of the Vestry. 

It may even be one you’ll end up keeping and taking out from time to time for 
guidance, encouragement, or blessing.

David May

Ministry Highlight

St. Mary’s Pastoral Life: One of the 
hallmarks of the Church is our care for 
one another. This is especially true when 
members are experiencing a big life event 
like the birth of a baby or a hospitalization 
or the death of a loved one. During these 
significant times in our lives, our parish 
family wants to surround our members 
with prayer and support. The clergy 
in particular want to be aware to offer 
prayer and visits. Please always feel free 
to be in touch with one of the clergy or 
the Church Office when one of these life 
events is occurring in your life or the life 
of someone you love.

Outreach Opportunity

Thank you to everyone who has brought 
in school supplies and helped St. Andrew’s 
School start the year off write! They have 
asked for some bigger classroom items, 
so if you would like to make a monetary 
donation towards those please write a 
check to “St. Mary’s Episcopal Church” 
with “St. Andrew’s School” in the memo 
line. St. Andrew’s School is one of St. 
Mary’s outreach partners and grant 
recipients. They believe “every child 
deserves an education that equips them to 
thrive.”



Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost | September 11, 2022 | The Annunciation

Do you receive email from us?  
Visit stmarysgoochland.org/communications to 
sign up for weekly updates and news from us.

WOMEN’S BOOK STUDY THIS FALL

St. Mary’s Women’s Book Study returns this fall and is reading The Bible With and 
Without Jesus: How Jews and Christians Read the Same Stories Differently written by Amy Jill 
Levine and Marc Zvi Brettler. The book sheds light on the most popular Hebrew Bible 
passages quoted in the New Testament – their original context and how they have come 
to be understood over time by both Jews and Christians. Please email Amelia McDaniel 
at amcdaniel@stmarysgoochland.org if you are interested or would like more information.

OCCURRING WEEKLY

LECTIONARY BIBLE STUDY
Wednesdays at 10 a.m. via ZOOM

HOLY EUCHARIST WITH 
PRAYERS FOR HEALING
Wednesdays at 12 p.m. in Little St. Mary’s

NEW BEGINNINGS
Saturdays at 10 a.m. in the Education 
Building (open A.A. meeting)

*Events are subject to change. Please visit www.
stmarysgoochland.org for updates.

SUNDAYS AT ST. MARY’S

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
9 a.m. Holy Eucharist in Little St. Mary’s
10 a.m. Sunday School & Adult Forum 
11 a.m. Holy Eucharist and Morning 

Prayer in New St. Mary’s*
*We have first, third, and fifth Sunday Holy 
Eucharist at both services. Second and fourth 
Sundays will have Morning Prayer, except during 
Advent, Lent and Easter.

NURSERY
Nursery is offered for infants - 4 year olds 
every Sunday from 8:45 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. 
As a part of nursery time, the toddlers will 
hear a Bible story, sing, and play games.

SUNDAY SCHOOL
Sunday School is offered for children 4 
years old - 5th grade at 10 a.m. Each week 
the children will learn the stories of Jesus’ 
life and the stories He told through singing 
and storytelling. Sunday School for 6th-
12th graders meets in the youth lounge at 
10 a.m.

ADULT FORUM
Adult Forum gathers on Sundays in the 
Parish Hall during the 10 o’clock hour. All 
adults are welcome! Stay tuned for more 
information about upcoming Adult Forum 
series.

CHILDREN’S CHAPEL
During the 11 a.m. service, children (ages 
4 years old - 5th grade) are invited to come 
forward during the Gospel hymn and go to 
the Block Room together. There, they hear 
the Gospel story, talk about it, and sing 
together. They return to the service during 
the Peace.

MEN’S SPIRITUAL PRACTICE
Tuesdays at 8 a.m. via ZOOM

SAVE THE DATE FOR YOUTH GROUP KICKOFF
Sunday, September 25, 5 p.m., Education Building
Youth Group (6th-12th graders)  returns on Sunday, September 25 at 5p.m. for fellowship, 
games, and dinner. No matter where we are or what we are doing, youth group events 
are always a fun and meaningful time of connection. And friends are always welcome!

BLESSING OF BACKPACKS & PARISH PICNIC TODAY
This morning during the 11 a.m. service and picnic follows at 12:15 p.m.
During the 11 a.m. service, We are blessing backpacks for the beginning of the school 
year and the car keys of all new drivers! ALL Children and Youth (and even Teachers!) 
are invited up after the announcements to recieve a backpack tag and a special blessing 
Then after the 11 a.m. service, a picnic will be served from the Parish Hall complete with 
hamburgers, hot dogs, and veggie options. And the Kona Ice truck will be here! We hope 
you will stay and join us this morning to celebrate the beginning of the program year!

ST. MARY’S CHOIR LOOKING FOR NEW SINGERS
The St. Mary’s Choir is open to new volunteer singers! The Choir rehearses on Thursday 
evenings from 7:30-9:30 p.m. and sings at the Sunday 11 a.m. service from September 
through late May or early June, as well as, at the Christmas Eve, Ash Wednesday, and 
Holy Week services. Repertoire ranges from the Renaissance to recently composed 
works. The Choir also offers several services of Choral Evensong throughout the year, 
as well as the Advent Festival of Lessons and Carols in December. Interested singers 
should ideally have some previous musical experience, whether choral or instrumental, 
as the choir maintains a brisk rehearsal pace. Please contact Ryan Tibbetts at rtibbetts@
stmarysgoochland.org for more information or to schedule a brief interview and audition.  

LECTIONARY BIBLE STUDY UPDATE
Wednesdays, 10 a.m., on Zoom and back in the Library on September 28
The Lectionary Bible Study Group continues to meet at 10 a.m. on Zoom for the next 
two Wednesdays, September 14 and 21. On Wednesday, September 28, the Rev. John 
Miller, Ph.D, our Rector Emeritus, will begin leading the Lectionary Bible Study on 
Wednesdays at 10 a.m. in the Library. This is a decades-old educational offering where 
participants review and study the Scripture readings for the upcoming Sunday. This 
past year, two of the treasures of our parish family, Kitty Williams and Bill Huffman, 
faithfully led the Bible Study. Kitty did a wonderful job navigating the challenges of the 
COVID landscape by offering in-person and online opportunities. Bill week after week 
provided resources from biblical commentaries for the group. Thank you, Kitty and Bill, 
for your faithfulness! And we are grateful to welcome John Miller and his gifts back to 
St. Mary’s and specifically this Bible Study!

Fridays, September 23 and 30, October 7, 14, and 21 at 10:30 a.m.

CENTERING PRAYER
Thursdays at 11 a.m. in the Narthex



ST. MAry’S epiScopAl church 12291 River Road | Richmond, VA 23238 | (804) 784-5678 | www.stmarysgoochland.org

A Part of Our Story...

Acolyting is one of the many important ministries we 
offer for our youth. It’s a special and meaningful way to 

participate in the life of this faith community. Be in touch 
with Kilpy Singer if your youth would like to Acolyte.

Ashley Cameron, Director of Communications and Parish 
Life
Lauren Clay, Office Administrator
Harrison Higgins, Deacon Associate
David H. May, Rector
Amelia McDaniel, Lay Associate for Christian Formation

The Rev. John E. Miller, Ph.D., Rector Emeritus
Paul Pace, Sexton
Kilpy Singer, Associate Rector
Elizabeth Starling, Executive Director, Church Operations
Ryan Tibbetts, Director of Music
Tyrell Wilkins, Assistant Sexton

Clergy and Staff

Missy Roberts, Senior Warden; Wayne Dementi, Junior Warden; Joe Cheely, Treasurer; Fran Jones, Register; Jeff Allende, 
Jill Aveson, Ashley Barlow, Sam Bruce, Ros Bowers, Owen Conway, Linda Hyslop, Robin Lind, Jesse McCoy, and 
Barbara Tavenner.

Vestry

Contact Us

New Here? Be sure to fill out a welcome 
card located in the pews and in the narthex. 
Place it in the offering plate or bring it to an 
usher or clergy to learn more about the life 
and ministry of St. Mary’s.

Need to Reach Someone? Please call 
the Church Office at (804) 784-5678. Or visit 
www.stmarysgoochland.org/staff to find 
contact information.

Want to Learn More? Please visit St. 
Mary’s website for the most up to date 
information: www.stmarysgoochland.org

This Week at St. Mary’s

facebook.com/St.MarysGoochland @StMarysGoochland

Sunday, September 11

Holy Eucharist, 9 a.m., Little St. Mary’s
Sunday School, 10 a.m., Nature Trail
Adult Forum, 10 a.m., Parish Hall
Holy Eucharist, 11 a.m., New St. Mary’s
Lemonade & Cookies 12 p.m., Terrace

Wednesday, September 14
Lectionary Bible Study, 10 a.m., via ZOOM
Holy Eucharist with Prayers for Healing, 12 
p.m., Little St. Mary’s 

Sunday, September 18

Tuesday, September 13
Men’s Spiritual Practice, 8 a.m., via ZOOM
Staff Meeting, 10 a.m., Parish Offices

Holy Eucharist, 9 a.m., Little St. Mary’s
Sunday School, 10 a.m., Nature Trail
Adult Forum, 10 a.m., Parish Hall
Holy Eucharist, 11 a.m., New St. Mary’s
Parish Picnic, 12 p.m., Terrace

Thursday, September 15
Centering Prayer, 11 a.m., Narthex
Pastoral Care Team 2, 5 p.m., Library
Choir Rehearsal, 7:30 p.m., Choir Suite

Saturday, September 17
New Beginnings, 8:30 a.m., Education Building
Weed Rather Not, 9 a.m., Churchyard


