September 4, 2022 | Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost

The Annunciation
visit www.stmarysgoochland.org

Welcome!
Last Sunday’s arrangement was in thanksgiving for Isabel Souder Correll’s 101st birthday and the ministry of Meriwether Roberts.

A
was pretty messy.

few days ago,
I was, as usual,
rushing around
trying to do one too
many things. I’d just
come in from doing
some yard work and

M

y 5-year-old granddaughter, Ellzey,
came up to me and said, “Look,
Gummy, you have a caterpillar on your
shirt!” I looked and indeed I did. It was a
tiny one, less than 1/2” long. She looked
at it, as did I, and we both thought it
might be a Monarch. Ellzey rushed
to a bookshelf, picked up her Ranger
Rick book on Monarch butterflies, and
started looking through it. She got to
a page illustrating the caterpillar and
pronounced, “It’s an exact match!”

W

e probably all have read The Very
Hungry Caterpillar by Eric Carle
about a thousand times. I still love it!
Remember the picture of the very tiny
little caterpillar on the first pages?

Today’s
Schedule

S

o I thought, what do we do with this
tiny caterpillar? Well, I happened
to be growing a native plant called
Asclepias syriaca or Swamp Milkweed.
It is the host plant for Monarchs. We
grabbed a tissue and hastened out
to the plant. When we got there, we
carefully transferred the baby from
my shirt to the leaf, trying not to touch
it with our hands. The caterpillar
cooperated and crawled onto the
underside of the leaf. With hope and
a bit of luck, it will eat its way through
the leaves and be transformed into
a Monarch butterfly who might be
heading south to Mexico before too
long!

F

Welcome to St. Mary’s Episcopal
Church - we are so glad that you
are here! Since the 1870s, God has
gathered a beloved community of
Jesus to worship and serve here,
where all are welcomed. We are
committed to providing a holy place
for worship, Christian Formation
for all ages that is compelling and
life-giving, opportunities to reach
out in love for those in need, and
an enthusiastic hope that all who
call St. Mary’s their spiritual home
can participate in every area of
our common life in Christ. The
spirit of St. Mary’s is grounded in
a deep sense of gratitude for God’s
goodness and love. We give thanks
for you and for your life, and we are
grateful to God for the opportunity
to welcome you!

or me, this was a tiny God moment.
Ellzey is so keenly attuned to nature.
I would have put my shirt straight in
the wash and missed the tiny creature
clinging to my sleeve. Instead, we
ventured out and found it a home.
It was a joyful time and such a small
event in the big picture. Rachel Carson
has a quote, “In nature nothing exists
Weekly reflection continues...

10 a.m. Holy Eucharist in
New St. Mary’s

11 a.m. Cake and Lemonade in
the Parish Hall

Weekly reflection continued...

Coming Up at St. Mary’s
Sunday, September 4
Holy Eucharist, 10 a.m., New St. Mary’s
Cake and Lemonade, 11 a.m., Terrace

Monday, September 5
Church Office closed.

Tuesday, September 6
Men’s Spiritual Practice, 8 a.m., via ZOOM
Fellowship Committee, 9 a.m., Library
Staff Meeting, 10 a.m., Parish Offices

Wednesday, September 7
Lectionary Bible Study, 10 a.m., via ZOOM
Holy Eucharist with Prayers for Healing, 12
p.m., Little St. Mary’s

alone.” How incredibly true are those words? Nature surrounds us with its beauty,
its mysteries, and its magic. It gives to all of us the chance to see God in every tiny
creature as well as in glorious sunsets and starry nights. Even more, it gives us the
miracle of seeing the world through a child’s eyes. God gave me a moment that
day to stop, to hold the hand of a child, to connect to the earth, and to be filled with
a sense of wonder.
Sue Thompson

SAVE THE DATE FOR FALL KICKOFF
Sunday, September 11, 9 a.m. and 11 a.m. services with Parish Picnic at 12 p.m.
St. Mary’s is beginning the new program year with a big kickoff! Join us next Sunday,
September 11 as we return to two services at 9 and 11 a.m. Sunday School and Adult
Forum begins at 10 a.m. And after the 11 a.m. service, we will have a big picnic complete
with hamburgers, hot dogs, and veggie options. And the Kona Ice truck will be here!

Thursday, September 8

Also, we are continuing the tradition of blessing backpacks for the beginning of
the school year and car keys for all new drivers! ALL children and youth (and even
Teachers!) don’t forget your backpack on Sunday, September 11 for a special blessing
during the 11 a.m. service!

Centering Prayer, 11 a.m., Narthex
Choir Rehearsal, 7:30 p.m., Choir Suite

ST. ANDREW’S SCHOOL SUPPLY DRIVE

Sunday, September 11
Holy Eucharist, 9 a.m., Little St. Mary’s
Sunday School, 10 a.m., Nature Trail
Adult Forum, 10 a.m., Parish Hall
Holy Eucharist, 11 a.m., New St. Mary’s
Parish Picnic, 12 p.m., Terrace
Clergy and Staff
Ashley Cameron, Director of Communications and Parish
Life
Lauren Clay, Office Administrator
Harrison Higgins, Deacon Associate
David H. May, Rector
Amelia McDaniel, Lay Associate for Christian Formation
The Rev. John E. Miller, Ph.D., Rector Emeritus
Paul Pace, Sexton
Kilpy Singer, Associate Rector
Elizabeth Starling, Executive Director, Church Operations
Ryan Tibbetts, Director of Music
Tyrell Wilkins, Assistant Sexton

Vestry
Missy Roberts, Senior Warden; Wayne Dementi, Junior
Warden; Joe Cheely, Treasurer; Fran Jones, Register;
Jeff Allende, Jill Aveson, Ashley Barlow, Sam Bruce,
Ros Bowers, Owen Conway, Linda Hyslop, Robin
Lind, Jesse McCoy, and Barbara Tavenner.

Contact Us
Need to Reach Someone? Please call
the Church Office at (804) 784-5678. Or visit
www.stmarysgoochland.org/staff to find
contact information.
Want to Learn More? Please visit St.

Last week of collecting school supplies!
Through next Sunday, September 11, we are collecting school supplies for St. Andrew’s
School. Please bring in any of the following: glue sticks, tissues, dry erase markers,
colored pencils, batteries (all kinds), construction paper, two pocket folders (solid
colors), markers, and spiral notebooks. You can drop donations in the grocery cart.
In addition, they have asked for some bigger classroom items, so if you would like to
make a monetary donation towards those please write a check to “St. Mary’s Episcopal
Church” with “St. Andrew’s School” in the memo line. St. Andrew’s School is one of St.
Mary’s outreach partners and grant recipients. They believe “every child deserves an
education that equips them to thrive.”

WOMEN’S BOOK STUDY THIS FALL
Fridays, September 23 and 30, October 7, 14, and 21 at 10:30 a.m.
St. Mary’s Women’s Book Study returns this fall and is reading The Bible With and
Without Jesus: How Jews and Christians Read the Same Stories Differently written by Amy Jill
Levine and Marc Zvi Brettler. The book sheds light on the most popular Hebrew Bible
passages quoted in the New Testament – their original context and how they have come
to be understood over time by both Jews and Christians. Please email Amelia McDaniel
at amcdaniel@stmarysgoochland.org if you are interested or would like more information.

ST. MARY’S CHOIR LOOKING FOR NEW SINGERS
The St. Mary’s Choir is open to new volunteer singers! The Choir rehearses on Thursday
evenings from 7:30-9:30 p.m. and sings at the Sunday 11 a.m. service from September
through late May or early June, as well as, at the Christmas Eve, Ash Wednesday, and
Holy Week services. Repertoire ranges from the Renaissance to recently composed
works. The Choir also offers several services of Choral Evensong throughout the year,
as well as the Advent Festival of Lessons and Carols in December. Interested singers
should ideally have some previous musical experience, whether choral or instrumental,
as the choir maintains a brisk rehearsal pace. Please contact Ryan Tibbetts at rtibbetts@
stmarysgoochland.org (or come and say hello after a service!) for more information or to
schedule a brief interview and audition.

Mary’s website for the most up to date
information: www.stmarysgoochland.org
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