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Today’s
Schedule

9 a.m. Holy Eucharist 
in Little St. Mary’s

11 a.m. Holy Eucharist 
in New St. Mary’s

Welcome!
Last Sunday was Choir Appreciation Sunday! We are so thankful for the choir’s beautiful offerings Sunday after Sunday.

Can I share 
something with 

you? 

Advent is hard 
for me. These 

four weeks are 
some of the most cherished in our 
liturgical year, but I tend to find them 
exhausting. It’s a combination of the 
cold weather, diminishing hours of 
sunlight, and anniversaries of loved 
one’s passings. While the world gets 
decked out in string lights and takes 
on an air of excitement, I start to feel a 
little blue.

Maybe I’m not alone in this. Maybe 
you, or a friend, or a family 

member get this too. The season 
calls for boundless holiday cheer, but 
it takes all our energy just to make 
sure every family member is where 

they are supposed to be at the right 
time and in clean (enough) clothes. 
On top of that, we each carry our 
own invisible but very real burdens. 
We carry guilt, fatigue, hurt, and fear, 
especially after these past 20 months.

This expectation of how we are 
supposed to feel versus the reality 

of how we really feel is difficult. It’s a 
tension that I carry as I wrap gifts, go 
to parties, and re-watch Elf for the 
hundredth time. But there are two 
places I have relief from it: when I am 
in our kitchen lighting our table-top 
Advent wreath and when I am in the 
church late on Christmas Eve. I have a 
brief reprieve because I’m reminded. 
I’m reminded that the tension I’m 
feeling is between me and Hallmark, 
not me and God. I’m reminded that 

Welcome to St. Mary’s Episcopal 
Church - we are so glad that you 
are here! Since the 1870s, God has 
gathered a beloved community of 
Jesus to worship and serve here, 
where all are welcomed. We are 
committed to provide a holy place 
for worship, Christian Formation 
for all ages that is compelling and 
life-giving, opportunities to reach 
out in love for those in need, and 
an enthusiastic hope that all who 
call St. Mary’s their spiritual home 
can participate in every area of 
our common life in Christ. The 
spirit of St. Mary’s is grounded in 
a deep sense of gratitude for God’s 
goodness and love. We give thanks 
for you and for your life, and we are 
grateful to God for the opportunity 
to welcome you!

12 p.m. Lemonade 
and Cookies on 
the Terrace

Weekly reflection continues...

10 a.m. Advent Wreath-
Making on the Terrace
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Would you like to write for us? 
Contact Ashley Cameron at 

acameron@stmarysgoochland.org 
to learn more.

Weekly reflection continued...

life is hard, and the world wants to distract me of it, but God, on the other hand, 
wants me to enter into it. I’m reminded that some 2,000 years ago, God did 
enter in by becoming incarnate – the Word made flesh.

This reminder requires very little of us. As the world screams “Do more, buy 
more, and look cheery while doing it!” God whispers a gentle, “Be still and 

know that I am God.” Be still. Our simple, yet sacred, Advent practices help us 
to find quiet amidst the holiday chaos. Know that I am God. It’s in that stillness 
that God enters in and reminds us of who God is – a God who doesn’t tell us to 
feel or be something we aren’t, but instead, becomes what we are. 

Kilpy Singer

Ministry Highlight

Do you love to needlepoint? Need a quick 
and easy project to finish in a few hours? 
We have something for you! We are 
making Chrismon (“Christ monogram”) 
ornaments for our new Chrismon Tree 
that will go up for Christmas Eve this 
year. We know there is not enough time 
to have them properly finished. So this 
year’s offerings will be “creatively” 
finished for the tree and then sent to the 
finishers after Christmas. Our hope is to 
build the collection of Chrismons year 
after year with the work of all our fantastic 
stitchers. There is plenty of time to come 
pick one up at the Parish Office. Please 
contact Amelia McDaniel at amcdaniel@
stmarysgoochland.org for more information.

Outreach Opportunity

The Outreach Ministry Committee is 
continuing to offer an opportunity to assist 
GoochlandCARES in their Clothes Closet. 
It only takes a couple of hours to sort 
through the clothes. The next volunteer 
session is scheduled for Sunday, December 
12 after the 11 a.m. service. If you are 
interested in joining us, please contact 
Charmaine Trice at nesting7800@yahoo.com 
or Dick Thomas at nvvserv@icloud.com. 
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Do you receive email from us?  
Visit stmarysgoochland.org/communications to 
sign up for weekly updates and news from us.

ADVENT LECTURES WITH AMY-JILL LEVINE
Thursday, December 2 - Friday, December 3
We are excited to sponsor, alongside other Richmond Episcopal Churches and 
Frances Eakin in loving memory of her husband Dr. Frank Eakin, internationally 
renowned scholar and speaker Dr. Amy-Jill Levine for a two-part Advent Lecture 
series on December 2nd and 3rd. The first lecture, “Revisiting Christmas: Ancient 
Jewish Expectations, Christian Interpretations, and Interreligious Responses Today,” 
will be held at St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church on December 2nd. The second lecture, 
“Understanding Jesus and Paul Means Understanding Judaism,” will be held at St. 
Paul’s Episcopal Church on December 3rd. This second lecture is targeted towards faith 
leaders, seminarians and religious educators but is open to anyone who would like to 
attend. Pre-registeration is required for both events.

OCCURRING WEEKLY

LECTIONARY BIBLE STUDY
Wednesdays at 10 a.m. via ZOOM

HOLY EUCHARIST WITH 
PRAYERS FOR HEALING
Wednesdays at 12 p.m. in Little St. Mary’s

NEW BEGINNINGS
Saturdays at 10 a.m. in the Education 
Building (open A.A. meeting)

*Events are subject to change. Please visit www.
stmarysgoochland.org for updates.

SUNDAYS AT ST. MARY’S

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
9 a.m. Holy Eucharist in Little St. Mary’s
10 a.m. Sunday School & Adult Forum 
11 a.m. Holy Eucharist and Morning 

Prayer in New St. Mary’s*
*We have first, third, and fifth Sunday Holy 
Eucharist at both services. Second and fourth 
Sundays will have Morning Prayer, except during 
Advent, Lent and Easter.

NURSERY
Nursery is offered for infants - 4 year olds 
every Sunday from 8:45 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. 
As a part of nursery time, the toddlers will 
hear a Bible story, sing, and play games.

OUTDOOR SUNDAY SCHOOL
Sunday School is offered for children 4 
years old - 5th grade at 10 a.m. Each week 
the children will learn the stories of Jesus’ 
life and the stories He told through singing 
and storytelling. Sunday School for 6th-
12th graders meets out back on the nature 
trail at 10 a.m.

ADULT FORUM
Adult Forum gathers every Sunday in the 
Parish Hall during the 10 o’clock hour. All 
adults are welcome! Forums range from 
guest speakers to panel discussions to 
hearing from St. Mary’s clergy.

CHILDREN’S CHAPEL
During the 11 a.m. service, children (ages 
4 years old - 5th grade) are invited to come 
forward during the Gospel hymn and go to 
the Block Room together. There, they hear 
the Gospel story, talk about it, and sing 
together. They return to the service during 
the Peace.

MEN’S SPIRITUAL PRACTICE
Tuesdays at 7:30 a.m. via ZOOM

ADVENT LESSONS & CAROLS NEXT SUNDAY
Sunday, December 5, 4 p.m. Prelude and 4:30 p.m. Service, New St. Mary’s
Those of all ages are welcome to join us for an Advent Service of Lessons and Carols 
next Sunday, December 5, beginning with a prelude at 4 p.m. and then the service 
at 4:30 p.m. in New St. Mary’s. Listen to readings and choral music telling of God’s 
promise of salvation and raise your voices in songs of hymns this season of Advent.  The 
St. Mary’s Choir will be joined by Forgotten Clefs, a Renaissance wind band, to offer 
hymns, anthems, and other special music for the service.  

WOMEN’S SPIRITUAL PRACTICE
Thursdays at 8 a.m. via ZOOM

THE JESSE TREE
Sunday, December 12, 11 a.m., New St. Mary’s
An old tradition in the church, but new to St. Mary’s this year, is the Jesse Tree. The 
Jesse Tree is a way to trace the story of God’s love for us through the stories of the Old 
Testament and into the story of Jesus’ birth. Sunday School children have been making 
beautiful ornaments to tell the stories. And on Sunday, December 12 during the 11 a.m. 
service, we will hang the ornaments made by the Sunday School children on a large 
tree in the sanctuary. There will be great story telling and opportunities for families to 
participate in the decorating.

MAKE WREATHS FOR GATEWAY HOMES
Saturday, December 4, 9 a.m. to 12 p.m., Parish Hall
Come out to help assemble wreaths to provide Christmas spirit and decoration to the 
Gateway Homes apartments and campus where it will be especially uplifting! Gateway 
Homes is an outreach partner whose mission is to help mentally-ill individuals recover, 
maintain stability, return to work or school, and move into housing in the community. 
We are looking for volunteers to help decorate wreaths on Saturday, December 4 from 
9 a.m. to 12 p.m. in the Parish Hall. Please email Jim Evans at jim.evans52@verizon.net for 
more information.



ST. MAry’S epiScopAl church 12291 River Road | Richmond, VA 23238 | (804) 784-5678 | www.stmarysgoochland.org

A Part of Our Story...

The Sunday School kids have been making Jesse Tree ornaments. 
The ornaments represent the creation story, the story of Adam 
and Eve and the Fall, Noah’s Ark, Abraham and Sarah, Moses, 

and King David.
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Life
Lauren Clay, Office Administrator
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David H. May, Rector
Amelia McDaniel, Lay Associate for Christian Formation
The Rev. John E. Miller, Ph.D., Rector Emeritus

Paul Pace, Sexton
Kilpy Singer, Director of Youth Ministries
Elizabeth Starling, Executive Director, Church Operations
Ryan Tibbetts, Director of Music
Eleanor Wellford, Priest Associate
Tyrell Wilkins, Assistant Sexton

Clergy and Staff

Harry Baldwin, Senior Warden; Missy Roberts, Junior Warden; Joe Cheely, Treasurer; Fran Jones, Register; Jill Aveson, 
Ashley Barlow, Sam Bruce, Owen Conway, Wayne Dementi, Christy Gurkin, Robin Lind, Jesse McCoy, Ann Ramsey, 
and Danny Williams.

Vestry

Contact Us

New Here? Be sure to fill out a welcome 
card located in the pews and in the narthex. 
Place it in the offering plate or bring it to an 
usher or clergy to learn more about the life 
and ministry of St. Mary’s.

Need to Reach Someone? Please call 
the Church Office at (804) 784-5678. Or visit 
www.stmarysgoochland.org/staff to find 
contact information.

Want to Learn More? Please visit St. 
Mary’s website for the most up to date 
information: www.stmarysgoochland.org

This Week at St. Mary’s

facebook.com/St.MarysGoochland @StMarysGoochland

Sunday, November 28

Holy Eucharist, 9 a.m., Little St. Mary’s
Sunday School & Youth Gathering, 10 a.m., 
Outside Education Building
Holy Eucharist, 11 a.m., New St. Mary’s
Cupcakes and Lemonade, 12 p.m., Terrace
Advent Lessons and Carols, 4 p.m., New St. 
Mary’s

Wednesday, December 1
Lectionary Bible Study, 10 a.m., via ZOOM
Holy Eucharist with Prayers for Healing, 12 
p.m., Little St. Mary’s 

Sunday, December 5

Tuesday, November 30
Men’s Spiritual Practice, 8 a.m., via ZOOM
Staff Meeting, 10 a.m., Parish Offices 
Vestry, 5 p.m., Parish Hall

Thursday, December 2
Women’s Spiritual Practice, 8 a.m., via ZOOM
Choir Rehearsal, 7:30 p.m., Choir Suite

Holy Eucharist, 9 a.m., Little St. Mary’s
Advent Wreath Making, 10 a.m., Terrace
Holy Eucharist, 11 a.m., New St. Mary’s
Cookies and Lemonade, 12 p.m., Terrace

Friday, December 3
Pastoral Care Team #1, 10 a.m., Library


