
 
 

Easter Eve  April 11, 2020 

The Great Vigil of Easter    7:00 p.m.* 
 

 

The Lighting of the Paschal Candle 
Celebrant   Dear friends in Christ: On this most holy night, in which our Lord Jesus passed over from death to 

life, the Church invites her members, dispersed throughout the world, to gather in vigil and prayer. 
For this is the Passover of the Lord, in which, by hearing his Word and celebrating his Sacraments, 
we share in his victory over death. 

 

        The fire is kindled 
 

  Let us pray. 
 

  O God, through your Son you have bestowed upon your people the brightness of your light: 
Sanctify this new fire, and grant that in this Paschal feast we may so burn with heavenly desires, that 
with pure minds we may attain to the festival of everlasting light; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 

 

  The Paschal Candle is lighted from the newly kindled fire. 
 

Deacon The light of Christ. 
People Thanks be to God. 

 
The Exultet     

Cantor  Rejoice now, heavenly hosts and choirs of angels, and let your trumpets shout Salvation for the 
victory of our mighty King. Rejoice and sing now, all the round earth, bright with a glorious 
splendor, for darkness has been vanquished by our eternal King. Rejoice and be glad now, Mother 
Church, and let your holy courts, in radiant light, resound with the praises of your people.  

 

 It is truly right and good, always and everywhere, with our whole heart and mind and voice, to 
praise you, the invisible, almighty, and eternal God, and your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord; for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who at the feast of the Passover paid for us the debt of Adam's 
sin, and by his blood delivered your faithful people. This is the night, when you brought our fathers, 
the children of Israel, out of bondage in Egypt, and led them through the Red Sea on dry land. This 
is the night, when all who believe in Christ are delivered from the gloom of sin, and are restored to 
grace and holiness of life. This is the night, when Christ broke the bonds of death and hell, and rose 
victorious from the grave.  

 

Holy Father, accept our evening sacrifice, the offering of this candle in your honor. May it shine 
continually to drive away all darkness. May Christ, the Morning Star who knows no setting, find it 
ever burning--he who gives his light to all creation, and who lives and reigns for ever and 
ever. Amen. 

 

 



THE WORD OF GOD 
 

Celebrant Let us hear the record of God’s saving deeds in history, how he saved his people in ages past; and let 
us pray that our God will bring each of us to the fullness redemption. 

 
The story of Creation Genesis 1:1-2:2  

 

Israel’s deliverance at the Red Sea Exodus 14:10-15:1    
 

The valley of dry bones Ezekiel 37:1-14   
 

A new heart and a new spirit  Ezekiel 36:24-28   
 

Celebrant Through the Paschal mystery, dear friends, we are buried with Christ by Baptism into his death, and 
raised with him to newness of life.  I call upon you, therefore, now that our Lenten observance is 
ended, to recall that you are inheritors of his grace, and children of his Kingdom. May Almighty 
God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given us a new birth by water and the Holy Spirit, 
and bestowed upon us the forgiveness of sins, keep us in eternal life by his grace, in Christ Jesus our 
Lord.  Amen. 

 

Celebrant Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
People The Lord is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

 

Easter Hymn 205        Good Christians all rejoice and sing!                                                                              Gelobt sei Gott 
 
The Collect of the Day  Prayer Book, page 295 

Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant  Let us pray.   

Silence is kept.  
 

O God, who made this most holy night to shine with the glory of the Lord’s resurrection: Stir up in 
your Church that Spirit of adoption which is given to us in Baptism, that we, being renewed both in 
body and mind, may worship you in sincerity and truth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 
The Gospel Matthew 28:1-10    

Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

 

 After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary 
went to see the tomb. And suddenly there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the Lord, 
descending from heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. His appearance was like 
lightning, and his clothing white as snow. For fear of him the guards shook and became like dead 
men. But the angel said to the women, "Do not be afraid; I know that you are looking for Jesus who 
was crucified. He is not here; for he has been raised, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay. 
Then go quickly and tell his disciples, 'He has been raised from the dead, and indeed he is going 
ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him.' This is my message for you." So they left the tomb 
quickly with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. Suddenly Jesus met them and said, 
"Greetings!" And they came to him, took hold of his feet, and worshiped him. Then Jesus said to 
them, "Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me." 

 

Deacon The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 

 
The Sermon  Amelia W. McDaniel, Lay Associate for Christian Formation       
 
 



The Nicene Creed  Said by all     Prayer Book, page 358 
 

We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 
    he came down from heaven: 
by the power of the Holy Spirit 
    he became incarnate from the 
   Virgin Mary, and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under 
    Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again in 
   accordance with the Scriptures; 
 he ascended into heaven 
    and is seated at the right hand 
    of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the 
   living and the dead, and his kingdom will      
   have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, 
he giver of life, who proceeds 
from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is 
   worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and 
   apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the 
   forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
    and the life of the world to come. Amen.

 
The Prayers of the People Prayer Book, page 389 

Leader In peace, let us pray to the Lord, saying, "Lord, have mercy" 
 

 For the holy Church of God, that it may be filled with truth and love, and be found without fault at 
the day of your coming, we pray to you, O Lord. 

People Lord, have mercy. 
Leader For our Presiding Bishop, our own Bishops, for all bishops and other ministers, and for all the holy 

people of God, we pray to you, O Lord. 
People Lord, have mercy. 
Leader For all who fear God and believe in you, Lord Christ, that our divisions may cease, and that all may 

be one as you and the Father are one, we pray to you, O Lord. 
People Lord, have mercy. 
Leader For the mission of the Church, that in faithful witness it may preach the Gospel to the ends of the 

earth, we pray to you, O Lord. 
People Lord, have mercy. 
Leader For the peace of the world, that a spirit of respect and forbearance may grow among nations and 

peoples, we pray to you, O Lord. 
People Lord, have mercy. 
Leader For those in positions of public trust, that they may serve justice, and promote the dignity and 

freedom of every person, we pray to you, O Lord. 
People Lord, have mercy. 
Leader For all who live and work in this community, we pray to you, O Lord. 
People Lord, have mercy. 
Leader For a blessing upon all human labor, and for the right use of the riches of creation, that the world 

may be freed from poverty, famine, and disaster, we pray to you, O Lord. 
People Lord, have mercy. 
Leader For the poor, the persecuted, the sick, and all who suffer; for refugees, prisoners, and all who are in 

danger; that they may be relieved and protected, we pray to you, O Lord. 
People Lord, have mercy. 
Leader For this congregation, that we may be delivered from hardness of heart, and show forth your glory 

in all that we do, we pray to you, O Lord. 



 

 

People Lord, have mercy. 
Leader For our enemies and those who wish us harm, and for all whom we have injured or offended, we 

pray to you, O Lord. 
People Lord, have mercy. 
Leader For ourselves; for the forgiveness of our sins, and for the grace of the Holy Spirit to amend our lives, 

we pray to you, O Lord. 
People Lord, have mercy. 
Leader For all who have commended themselves to our prayers; for our families, friends, and neighbors; 

that being freed from anxiety, they may live in joy, peace, and health, we pray to you, O Lord. 
People Lord, have mercy. 
Leader For all who have died in the communion of your Church, and those whose faith is known to you 

alone, that, with all the saints, they may have rest in that place where there is no pain or grief, but 
life eternal, we pray to you, O Lord. 

People Lord, have mercy. 
Leader Rejoicing in the fellowship of St. Mary, all the saints, let us commend ourselves, and one another, 

and all our life to Christ our God. 
People To you, O lord our God. 
 

The People may add their own petitions. 
 

Celebrant For yours is the majesty, O Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; yours is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

The Easter Blessing 
 

Celebrant The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the great Shepherd of the 
sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant, make you perfect in every good work to do his 
will, working in you that which is well-pleasing in his sight; and the blessing of God Almighty, the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always. Amen. 

 

 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
People Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia. 

 
Postlude 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 


Participants in this evening’s service 
Preacher: Amelia W. McDaniel; Clergy: David H. May, Eleanor Wellford; Lay Readers: Sara Hogeboom, Jack 
Deutsch, Lucy James Howlett, Wally Stettinius; Intercessor: Emily Bruch; Musicians: Katharine and Ryan Tibbetts  
 
 
 
The Parish Prayer List 
Lacy Slabaugh Abbott, Jane Anderson, Bill Ashey, Agnes Atwill, Maggie Bassett, Charles Bryan, Barbro Caperton, 
Elizabeth Cary, Bill Collins, Nick Costas, Kendall Cray, Elaine Crisskus and family, Ann Robertson Davis, Betty 
Dixon, Stacy Dove, Melissa Evans, Ralph Fisher, Kristine Fitzgerald, Jim Frye, Laura Gilliam, Gordon Graham, 
Howen Greeley, Frank Grier, Bettsy Heggie, Lolly Hetherington, Cindy and Dave Horowitz, Donna Marie Joy, Betty 
and Clyde Lamond, Terry Lardizabel, Ross Mackenzie, Katherine Mezger, George Moncure, Dover Moore, Harry 
Moore, Wende Patton, Alex Peavey, Randy Reynolds, Susan Reynolds, Elizabeth Romeo, Lori Rowland, Kelly Ryan, 
Shelby Slaughter, Bruce Spain, Josh Spain, Hannah Spencer, John Stallings, Jackson Steele, Emma Grace Stiff, 
Otissay Thompson, Robin Underwood, Ruby Walton, Addie Waters, Judy Wei, Barrett Wheeler, Whitley, Sigrid 
Whittle, Trish and Gary Wilkins, Jack Williams, William Wilson, and Katherine Youell. For all the blessings of this 
life. For those expecting children. For those who have died.  In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer, we pray for the Hong 
Kong Sheng Kung Hui and The Most Rev. Paul Kwong - Archbishop of Hong Kong Sheng Kung Hui & Bishop of 
Hong Kong Island. For those serving in the military or diplomatic service: Stuart Hughes, Jack James, Alec 
Mackenzie, Alex Newsome, Randy Reynolds III, C. Russell Timmons, and David M. Tonacci. 
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