The Sunday of the Passion: Palm Sunday  April 5, 2020
THE LITURGY OF THE PALMS
Opening Sentences
The Book of Common Prayer, page 270
Celebrant
Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord.
People
Peace in heaven and glory in the highest.
Celebrant
Let us pray.
Assist us mercifully with your help, O Lord God of our salvation, that we may enter with joy upon
the contemplation of those mighty acts, whereby you have given us life and immortality; through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
A Reading from the according to Matthew
Reader

When Jesus and his disciples had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the
Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, "Go into the village ahead of you,
and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her; untie them and bring them to
me. If anyone says anything to you, just say this, `The Lord needs them.' And he will send them
immediately." This took place to fulfill what had been spoken through the prophet, saying,
"Tell the daughter of Zion, Look, your king is coming to you, humble, and mounted on a
donkey, and on a colt, the foal of a donkey." The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed
them; they brought the donkey and the colt, and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them.
A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the trees and
spread them on the road. The crowds that went ahead of him and that followed were shouting,
"Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna
in the highest heaven!" When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking,
"Who is this?" The crowds were saying, "This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee."

The Celebrant then says the following blessing
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Celebrant

It is right to praise you, Almighty God, for the acts of love by which you have redeemed us through
your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. On this day he entered the holy city of Jerusalem in triumph, and
was proclaimed as King of kings by those who spread their garments and branches of palm along
his way. Let these branches be for us signs of his victory, and grant that we who bear them in his
name may ever hail him as our King, and follow him in the way that leads to eternal life; who lives
and reigns in glory with you and the Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Amen.

Celebrant
People

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

The Procession
Celebrant
Let us go forth in peace.
People
In the name of Christ. Amen.
Hymn 154

All glory, laud, and honor

Collect

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

Celebrant
People
Celebrant

Valet will ich dir geben
Prayer Book, page 272

A period of silence is kept.
Almighty God, whose most dear Son went not up to joy but first he suffered pain, and entered not
into glory before he was crucified: Mercifully grant that we, walking in the way of the cross, may
find it none other than the way of life and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
The First Lesson
Philippians 2:5-11
Reader
A reading from the Letter of Paul to the Philippians.
Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did
not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, but emptied himself, taking the form of
a slave, being born in human likeness. And being found in human form, he humbled himself and
became obedient to the point of death—even death on a cross. Therefore God also highly exalted
him and gave him the name that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee
should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue should confess that
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Reader
People

A period of silence is kept.
Psalm 31:9-16
9

Prayer Book, page 623
Have mercy on me, O LORD, for I am in trouble; *
my eye is consumed with sorrow,
and also my throat and my belly.

10

For my life is wasted with grief,
and my years with sighing; *
my strength fails me because of affliction,
and my bones are consumed.

11

I have become a reproach to all my enemies and even to my neighbors,
a dismay to those of my acquaintance; *
when they see me in the street they avoid me.

12

I am forgotten like a dead man, out of mind; *
I am as useless as a broken pot.

13

For I have heard the whispering of the crowd;
fear is all around; *
they put their heads together against me;
they plot to take my life.

14

But as for me, I have trusted in you, O LORD. *
I have said, “You are my God.

15

My times are in your hand; *
rescue me from the hand of my enemies,
and from those who persecute me.

16

Make your face to shine upon your servant, *
and in your loving-kindness save me.”

THE PASSION OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST ACCORDING TO MATTHEW
A period of silence is kept.
Hymn 458

My song is love unknown

Love Unknown

A period of silence is kept.
The Prayers of the People
BCP, page 383
Leader
With all our heart and with all our mind, let us pray to the Lord, saying "Lord, have mercy."

People
Leader
People
Leader
People
Leader
People
Leader
People
Leader
People
Leader
People
Leader
People
Leader
People
Leader
People

For the peace from above, for the loving-kindness of God, and for the salvation of our souls, let us
pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the world, for the welfare of the Holy Church of God, and for the unity of all
peoples, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the leaders of the nations, and for all in authority, for wisdom and courage to serve the whole
human family let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For this city of Richmond, and for every city and community, and for those who live in them, let us
pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For this good earth which God has given us, and for the wisdom and will to conserve it, let us pray
to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the aged and infirm, for the widowed and orphans, and for the sick and the suffering, let us pray
to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For all doctors and nurses, for nursing assistants, for all who work in our hospitals, for all working
in emergency services, for their safety and well-being, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the poor and the oppressed, for the unemployed and the destitute, for prisoners and captives,
and for all who remember and care for them, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For all who have died in the hope of the resurrection, and for all the departed, let us pray to the
Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
That we may end our lives in faith and hope, without suffering and without reproach, let us pray to
the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

Leader
People

Defend us, deliver us, and in thy compassion protect us, O Lord, by thy grace.
Lord, have mercy.

Leader

In the communion of St. Mary and all the saints, let us commend ourselves, and one another, and all
our life, to Christ our God.
To thee, O Lord our God.

People

A period of silence is kept.
Confession of Sin

BCP, page 360

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Silence is kept.

Leader
People

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by
what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in
your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Celebrant

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.
Amen.

The Peace
Celebrant
People

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

The Blessing
The Dismissal
Celebrant
People

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord!
Thanks be to God!



Here is a collect that you may find speaks for your heart in this time of uncertainty, and is food for your soul during this season
of Lent.
This is another day, O Lord. I know not what it will bring forth, but make me ready, Lord, for whatever it may be.
If I am to stand up, help me to stand bravely. If I am to sit still, help me to sit quietly. If I am to lie low, help me to
do it patiently. And if I am to do nothing, let me do it gallantly. Make these words more than words, and give me
the Spirit of Jesus. Amen.
--The Book of Common Prayer, page 461
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