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Today’s
Schedule

9 a.m. Holy Eucharist
in Little St. Mary’s

11 a.m. Holy Eucharist in 
New St. Mary’s

Welcome!
A wonderful presentation from Elizabeth Starling last Sunday on how the “Becoming St. Mary’s” exhibit came to fruition!

Our Gospel 
reading this 

morning tells the 
Christmas story 
from Joseph’s 

perspective; but, this year, I can’t 
help but see it from the perspective 
of Mary. This Christmas is a little 
different for me. My husband and I 
are expecting our first child and being 
pregnant over the holiday has given 
me a newfound respect for young 
Mary. At 13 or 14 years old, Mary is 
engaged to an older man she barely 
knows, and on top of that, finds out 
that she’s pregnant with Jesus—
Emmanuel—“God with us.” What?! I 
can’t even imagine her reaction. 

My wonderful coworkers probably 
won’t tell you this, but I have not 

been the most graceful expectant 
mother. I’m 27 weeks along now, 
and this week I, without any remorse 
whatsoever, stole a foot massager 
from another coworker during our 
staff Christmas “white elephant” 
game. I think I said something like, 
“Sorry but not really because my 
feet hurt ALL THE TIME,” and then 
swiped it from him. If my feet or 
back hurt, they hear about it; if I’m 
hungry, they know; if my daughter is 
kicking me, I’m likely making weird 
faces; and to say my temper is short 
is an understatement. Pregnancy is 
beautiful and exciting, but also really 
tough, and I haven’t been the best at 
hiding that. 

So, when I think of Mary, I just want 
to give her a hug. By the time she 

Welcome to St. Mary’s Episcopal 
Church - we are so glad that you 
are here! Since the 1870s, God has 
gathered a beloved community of 
Jesus to worship and serve here, 
where all are welcomed. We are 
committed to provide a holy place 
for worship, Christian Formation 
for all ages that is compelling and 
life-giving, opportunities to reach 
out in love for those in need, and 
an enthusiastic hope that all who 
call St. Mary’s their spiritual home 
can participate in every area of 
our common life in Christ. The 
spirit of St. Mary’s is grounded in 
a deep sense of gratitude for God’s 
goodness and love. We give thanks 
for you and for your life, and we are 
grateful to God for the opportunity 
to welcome you!

12 p.m. Cookies and 
Coffee in the Cafe

Weekly reflection continues...

10 a.m. Pageant Music 
Rehearsal in the Block 
Room
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Would you like to write for us? 
Contact Ashley Cameron at 

acameron@stmarysgoochland.org 
to learn more.

Weekly reflection continued...

and Joseph set out for Bethlehem, she’s nearing the end of her pregnancy. 
She has gained 35 or more pounds, her feet hurt, her back aches, and she is 
riding a donkey. A DONKEY. The last time I rode a donkey, I was five years old, 
and was excited about the “pony ride” at a carnival. For some reason I still don’t 
understand, I ended up on a donkey instead of a pony, and it tried to kick me 
off its back just so that it could stop and eat some grass. You could not pay me 
to get on a donkey again, especially at 40 weeks pregnant. No thank you. 

Yet we don’t read about Mary complaining. We hear only about a humble 
young woman tasked with something that probably felt impossible—

bearing a son, in an unfamiliar place, as a young teen, with a new husband, 
who just happens not to be the baby’s actual father. There were probably tears 
and anxiety that we don’t read much about, but despite that, Mary’s faith 
carries her through. Her trust that God is in control is something that I struggle 
with daily, and I can only hope to be just a little more like Mary in the months 
and years to come.  

Elizabeth Starling

Ministry Highlight

The Sunday School teachers and members 
of the Children’s Ministry Committee have 
been very busy lately. There were lots of 
happy volunteer hours spent collecting, 
sorting, and distributing gifts for the seven 
families supported through the Giving 
Tree. And the Christmas Eve team has 
been hard at work for weeks preparing for 
the pageant. It would take too much space 
to list all of the names here, but it is certain 
that many generous hearts have been 
lifting up our children and families in our 
community throughout this season.

Outreach Opportunity

The Annual GoochlandCares Clothes 
Closet drive is underway! From now 
through January, St. Mary’s is collecting 
clean, gently used or new winter items. 
Specifically, GoochlandCARES is asking 
for women’s socks, women’s long 
underwear, baby clothes for newborn 
through 2T, men’s jeans, blankets, and 
socks, winter boots, hats, gloves, and 
underwear for all ages. Collection boxes 
are located in the Dover Lounge. Thank 
you for your support!
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Do you receive email from us?  
Visit stmarysgoochland.org/communications to 
sign up for weekly updates and news from us.

UPCOMING PARISH OFFICE CLOSURES
Tuesday, December 24 - Friday, December 27; Wednesday, January 1
Please note that the Parish Office will be closed on Tuesday, December 24 through 
Friday, December 27. Regular office hours resume on Monday, December 30. And then 
we will be closed on Tuesday, December 31 and Wednesday, January 1. Regular office 
hours will again resume on Thursday, January 2. Many of our staff will be on vacation, 
but the office will be open and staffed by one person only to accommodate receiving 
year-end gifts on Thursday, December 26, Friday, December 27, and Tuesday, December 

BIBLE STUDY: GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MATTHEW
Sunday, January 5, 2020, 10 a.m., Library
Now that we have started a new liturgical year, we will be hearing more and more 
from the Gospel of Matthew. So, have you ever been interested in diving deeper into 
Matthew’s Gospel? Or wanted to have deeper understanding of the background, 
history, geography, and culture of the context in which the Gospel story takes place? 
Join Jim Evans for a 12-week Bible Study on Sundays at 10 a.m. beginning on Sunday, 
January 5. Pick up a copy of “Life Application Bible Studies” in the Parish Office.

REGISTER FOR YOUTH SKI TRIP
Friday, January 24 - Sunday, January 26, 2020
St. Mary’s youth are taking a weekend ski trip to Massanutten! Whether you are an 
expert skier/snowboarder or you enjoy drinking hot chocolate in the ski lodge, we 
hope that you will join us for this weekend of fun. We will leave St. Mary’s at 5 p.m. on 
Friday, January 24 and will return Sunday, January 26 at 1 p.m. Learn more and register 
today by emailing Emily Bruch at ebruch@stmarysgoochland.org.

OCCURRING WEEKLY

LECTIONARY BIBLE STUDY
Wednesdays at 10 a.m. in the Library

HOLY EUCHARIST WITH 
PRAYERS FOR HEALING
Wednesdays at 12 p.m. in Little St. Mary’s

NEW BEGINNINGS
Saturdays at 10 a.m. in the Education 
Building (open A.A. meeting)

*Events are subject to change. Please visit www.
stmarysgoochland.org for updates.

SUNDAYS AT ST. MARY’S

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
9 a.m. Holy Eucharist in Little St. Mary’s
10 a.m. Sunday School & Adult Forum 
11 a.m. Holy Eucharist and Morning 

Prayer in New St. Mary’s*
*We have first, third, and fifth Sunday Holy 
Eucharist at both services. Second and fourth 
Sundays will have Morning Prayer, except during 
Advent, Lent and Easter.

NURSERY
Nursery is offered for infants - 3 year olds 
every Sunday from 8:45 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. 
As a part of nursery time, the toddlers will 
hear a Bible story, sing, and play games.

SUNDAY SCHOOL
Sunday School is offered for children 4 
years old - 12th grade at 10 a.m. Each 
week the children and youth deepen their 
understanding and connection to our 
shared story of faith.

ADULT FORUM
Adult Forum gathers every Sunday in the 
Parish Hall during the 10 o’clock hour. All 
adults are welcome! Forums range from 
guest speakers to panel discussions to 
hearing from St. Mary’s clergy.

CHILDREN’S CHAPEL
During the 11 a.m. service, children (ages 
4 years old - 5th grade) are invited to come 
forward during the Gospel hymn and go to 
the Block Room together. There, they hear 
the Gospel story, talk about it, and sing 
together. They return to the service during 
the Peace.

MEN’S SPIRITUAL PRACTICE
Tuesdays at 7:30 a.m. in the Parish Office

ENNEAGRAM WORKSHOP WITH MIMI WEAVER
Saturday, January 11, 2020, 9:30 a.m., Parish Hall
As part of our overarching theme of Connectedness, we are excited to offer a workshop 
exploring an awareness of self which will help us understand our connections to others 
and to God. The Enneagram is a model of the human psyche principally understood 
and taught as nine interconnected personality types. Identifying which personality 
type you are and what that means for the relationships in your life is a fascinating 
process of self-discovery that will lead to spiritual growth. Mimi Weaver is a seasoned 
retreat facilitator and spiritual director, and owns a life coaching practice. Join her at St. 
Mary’s on Saturday, January 11 from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. as she guides you through 
understanding who you really are, the gifts you have, and how to use those gifts in 
a life-giving manner. The cost is $10. Please call the church office at (804) 784-5678 to 
reserve a space.

CHRISTMAS EVE PAGEANT REMINDERS
Sunday, December 24, 4 p.m., New St. Mary’s
We are so excited for the number of participants in this year’s Christmas Eve pageant. 
Please remember the Christmas Eve pageant is held at 4 p.m. this Tuesday, December 24. 
All participants need to arrive at 3:30 p.m. and meet in the Sunday School Classrooms 
to get in their costumes. Nursery is available for infants to 4 years old beginning at 3:15 
p.m. Children will return to sit in the pews with parents after the pageant is over. And a 
birthday party for Jesus will follow in the Parish Hall with mini cupcakes for all!
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A Part of Our Story...

St, Mary’s staff wishes you a very Merry Christmas! And thank you for your continued love 
and support. We are all very grateful to work for St. Mary’s and further the work of its people 

and ministries.

Gersain Agudelo, Assistant Sexton 
Emily Bruch, Director of Youth Ministries
Ashley Cameron, Director of Communications and Parish 
Life
Carl Hayslett, Executive Director, Church Operations
Robert G. Hetherington, Priest Associate
David H. May, Rector
Amelia McDaniel, Lay Associate for Christian Formation
The Rev. John E. Miller, Ph.D., Rector Emeritus

Paul Pace, Sexton
Elizabeth Starling, Administrator
Ryan Tibbetts, Director of Music
Deedi Trabosh, Accountant
Cassie Vestal, Nursery Assistant
Eleanor Wellford, Priest Associate
Tyrell Wilkins, Assistant Sexton
Meg Zehmer, Nursery Director
Susan Rawls, Director of St. Mary’s Episcopal School

Clergy and Staff

Karen Huennekens, Senior Warden; Scott Stephens, Junior Warden; Joe Cheely, Treasurer; Fran Jones, Register; Harry 
Baldwin, Christy Gurkin, Anne McCoy, Kim O’Shea, Doug Pera, Ann Ramsey, Seth Schaeffer, Patsy Simril, Danny 
Williams, and Russell Wyatt.

Vestry

Contact Us

New Here? Be sure to fill out a welcome 
card located in the pews and in the narthex. 
Place it in the offering plate or bring it to an 
usher or clergy to learn more about the life 
and ministry of St. Mary’s.

Need to Reach Someone? Please call 
the Church Office at (804) 784-5678. Or visit 
www.stmarysgoochland.org/staff to find 
contact information.

Want to Learn More? Please visit St. 
Mary’s website for the most up to date 
information: www.stmarysgoochland.org

This Week at St. Mary’s

Sunday, December 22
Holy Eucharist, 9 a.m., Little St. Mary’s
Pageant Music Rehearsal, 10 a.m., Block Room
Holy Eucharist, 11 a.m., New St. Mary’s
Cookies and Coffee, 12 p.m., Café

Monday, December 23
Greening of the Church, 9 a.m., New St. 
Mary’s

Tuesday, December 24
Christmas Eve Pageant with Holy Eucharist, 
4 p.m., New St. Mary’s
Choral Prelude, 6:30 p.m., New St. Mary’s
Holy Eucharist, 7 p.m., New St. Mary’s
Holy Eucharist, 11 p.m., Little St. Mary’s

Church Office Closed

Thursday, December 26 - 
Friday, December 27

Sunday, December 29
Holy Eucharist, 10 a.m., New St. Mary’s
Cookies and Coffee, 11 a.m., Café

facebook.com/St.MarysGoochland @StMarysGoochland

Wednesday, December 25
Holy Eucharist, 10 a.m., Little St. Mary’s

Year-end GivinG notice

The end of the year is rapidly approaching, and with 
that comes an annual list of reminders. First, thanks 
to all you who have paid or continue to faithfully 
pay your pledges. Please help us stay on budget 
by fulfilling your 2019 pledge before the year ends. 
Second, all stock transfers must be made no later 
than Tuesday, December 31 and all mailed donations 
must be postmarked by Tuesday, December 31. 
Third, be sure to indicate your gift designation 
on the memo line of your check, i.e., 2019 pledge, 
2020 pledge, etc. As always, your graciousness and 
generosity in giving is very appreciated.
Thank you,
Joe Cheely, Treasurer

Saturday, December 28
A.A., 10 a.m., Education Building Classroom

Church Office Closed

Tuesday, December 31 - 
Wednesday, January 1

Thursday, January 2
Staff Meeting, 10 a.m., Rector’s Study
Centering Prayer, 11 a.m., Narthex


