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“Behold, I make All Things New.” - Revelation 21:5

Every New Beginning
It has been clear to me since my first day here at St. Mary’s that we are in a special time, now, in our life together in Christ. What
I’ve sensed and have also been told about by you, is that God has given us the kind of energy and joy that comes with a new
beginning.
But that seems to be a part of the history of St. Mary’s: making new beginnings. It started with our first new beginning as a mission
for farmers and coal miners led by faithful lay readers who were anchors here before there was any kind of consistent clergy
leadership. And then all through the years, it continued first with the stability of long-term clergy leadership, and then with our
first rector Holt Souder, and all the new and wonderful beginnings that the people of St. Mary’s experienced with Holt. And then
came a new beginning shared with John Miller as rector. All you have to do is walk around these sacred grounds to glimpse the
life-giving fruits of that new beginning. And then a special time, a new beginning with Weezie Blanchard as our rector that though
not long in duration truly opened wide a door for a brand-new beginning for all of us.
And now, God is giving us another new beginning. And with the history we have, how can we be anything but hopeful and full of
expectation for what will come next with God and one another in this sacred place!
As I walk around the grounds and through the buildings of St. Mary’s, I am mindful of all those who have gone before us. I think
of all those whose commitment and dedication and faithfulness laid the foundations and those who built on those foundations,
generation after generation. And I think of all of those whose faithful lives have given into our hands a sacred trust and a holy
hope.
And with this next new beginning that God has given us, it is up to us now to care for and grow what has
been given to us: the ministry of Jesus Christ. We have everything we need for this because we have one
God and we have another.
In this time of another new beginning, I want to ask you to say your prayers and with God’s help name what
portion of your monetary means you would like to pledge to the mission and ministry of St. Mary’s Church
for 2019. What seems so vitally important to me to ensure that we can grasp hold of this new beginning that
God is giving us is that we all do this together. So, let us say our prayers, number God’s many blessings, and
make another new beginning together.
Your brother in Christ,

The Blessings of Our Community

Being blessed can mean many things to many people, taking on distinct forms and manifesting in ways both obvious and subtle.
This ranges from good fortune you can point to as a concrete boon to the intangible feeling of wellbeing on the first day of spring
as the first warming rays of sunshine after a long winter envelop you. How do you count your blessings?
We are feeling blessed to have just celebrated our 26th wedding anniversary. We, like many of you, can’t believe where the
time has gone; years of carpool pickup and summer camps fading into a new normal as empty nesters living in an all too quiet
house. This new stage of our lives brings a mix of conflicted emotions, missing our kids but also following eagerly in their
accomplishments, and our role in creating the foundation they continue to build upon. We are talking about our next steps, future
plans, and retirement - all things that seemed scary and foreboding at one time, but that we now take as evidence of our good
fortune - the manifestation of all our blessings, small and large, and the days that seemed neverending among years that passed
quicker than we could ever have imagined.
But through all of these conversations, we always reflect on how blessed our lives have been. God has been abundantly present
in our lives and helped us along the way, whether it was evident at the time or not. Through the good and the bad, we have found
ourselves giving thanks for the life we have led - not every minute, not every day, but always in the end, whether it be through the
reminder of a sermon or in the beauty of a rainbow after a summer storm.
As we count our blessings, we are reminded of the ‘pay it forward’ movement that transpired some years ago; the charge of
realizing a blessing and taking action to share it with someone else. Tithing is a bit like paying it forward. It is recognizing your
blessings and responding by making a gift to allow God’s work to continue.
St. Mary’s has given us the blessings of community, faith, tradition, and spiritual growth. When we
were asked to chair the 2019 stewardship effort, we reflected on our blessings and desire to use this
opportunity to be our own way of saying “thanks be to God.” Like you, we want to see our church
prosper in ministries and outreach in our community. If all participated, imagine the potential that lies
ahead for St. Mary’s, bringing all into God’s light and leaving none in the shadows. As we enter this
next phase for St. Mary’s, let’s work together to strengthen the pillars our predecessors created. We
celebrate God’s work at St. Mary’s and hope you will join us by making a pledge by Sunday, November
18. Together we can witness the blessing of God in our lives. As Helen Keller said, “Alone we can do so
little, together we can do so much.”
Karen and Mike Huennekens, 2019 Stewardship Co-Chairs

We are All Part of

God's Story!

Our Ministries at Work
2018 Yearly Giving
By Amounts
$10,000+

Expense Breakdown
(January 2018 - July 2018)

14

$7,500 - $9,999

5

Buildings & Grounds
29%

Worship
20%

$5,000 - $7,499

38

$2,500 - $4,999

Stewardship
7%

77

$1,000 - $2,499

135

$500 - $999

Fellowship
11%
Education &
Spiritual Formation
15%

36
Mission & Outreach
19%

$100 - $499
TOTAL

34
339
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What is a Pledge?
Making a monetary pledge for the coming year to St. Mary’s is a spiritual practice: it is a tangible way that each of
us has to say ‘thank you’ to God for God’s goodness and love. So, say your prayers; determine what portion of your
monetary means you want to offer as a pledge for the coming year; fill out a pledge card and return it to church.

Why is Pledging Important?
A monetary pledge is important for two reasons. First, it is good for each of us and our own soul’s health. As a spiritual
practice, it places our hearts in an intentional posture of thankfulness. Second, as all of our pledge cards are gathered,
it provides the vestry with the means to make thoughtful and faithful choices when it comes time to create a budget
for the new year to fund our ministries.

Ways to Pledge
Envelope

Online Bill Pay

Credit/Debit Card

Bank Draft

Stock, IRA, or Foundation Gift
If you are interested in donating stock or have other questions about giving, please contact Mike Koschak, Executive
Director, Church Operations, at 804.784.5678 or mkoschak@stmarysgoochland.org.
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