
Season of Advent
Expectant Waiting. Hopeful Anticipation. Cheerful Preparation.

St. Mary’s Advent 2016

The Advent Wreath Advent Begins... Advent at St. Mary’s

Learn about how to 
incorporate this tradition 
into your family’s daily lives.

Weezie reflects on this 
season of anticipation 
and reflection. She 
reminds of the possiblity 
of new beginnings when 
we trust in God.

Celebrate the season 
by attending different 
worship services and events 
throughout these four 
weeks.

Slow Down.
Quiet.

it’S ADvent!

What’s Inside



Advent Wreath
Advent Wreaths are a wonderful 
tradition to incoporate into your 

family’s celebration of the season. Each 
candle on the wreath represents one of 

the weeks of Advent.

Families are encouraged to gather 
each week to light the candles and 

have a short prayer reminding us of the 
true meaning and importance of this 

waiting time before Christmas.

week 1.
hope.
“We wait in hope for the 
LORD; he is our help and 
our shield.” -Psalm 33:20

week 2.
peace.

“Let the peace of Christ 
rule in your hearts, since as 
members of one body you 

were called to peace.”
-Colossians 3:15

week 3.
joy.

“You will go out in joy 
and be led forth in 

peace;” -Isaiah 55:12

week 4.
love.

ADVENT BEGINS QUIETLY
A Season of Anticipation and Expectation

I admit it. I will be glad when 2016 is over. 
There have been highlights, to be sure, and 
becoming rector of St. Mary’s has certainly 
been one of them. But it has been an 
unsettling year, one of those times when 
so much has been going on, and things that 
I thought would never happen happened, 
and a sense of “what’s next?” holds as much 
uncertainty as promise. I can’t help but look 
forward to the new year.

For us as Christians, that new year begins 
with Advent. Unlike the calendar new 
year, which is ushered in with champagne 
and fireworks and end-of-year sales, 
Advent begins quietly. As the days grow 

increasingly shorter, and the world seeks 
to distract us with Christmas music 24/7, 
parties, and shopping countdowns, Advent 
invites us to peer into the darkness. It 
reminds us that in a world that is divided 
into haves and have-nots, ruled by force, 
afflicted by heartbreak, and beset by 
persecution, God prevails in the most 
unexpected and wondrous ways. Two 
thousand years ago, in the dark days of the 
Roman empire, God did so in the birth of a 
refugee baby who was the incarnate Christ 
and whose life, death, and resurrection 
remind us that no person or thing is beyond 
God’s love and God’s redemption. 

FAITH IN ACTION: GIVING BACK

St. Mary’s has opportunities for you to be involved in 
giving back to our local community this Advent season. 
One is the Giving Tree which lets St. Mary’s provide 
Christmas for three families from Goochland Christmas 
Mother. Another is the Clothes Closet drive for Goochland 
Free Clinic and Family Services. They collection boxes will 
be set up in the Dover Lounge and New Parish Hall.

“Jesus said to them, I give you 
a new commandment, that you 
love one another. Just as I have 
loved you, you should love one 
another.” -John 13:34
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God of Mary and Joseph, of shepherds and 
animals, bless us whenever we gaze on this 
manger scene. Through all the days of Christmas 
may these figures tell the story of how humans, 
angels, and animals found the Christ in this 
poor place. Fill our house with hospitality, joy, 
gentleness, and thanksgiving. And guide our 
steps in the way of peace. Grant this through 
Christ our Lord.

The Nativity Scene
Setting up a Nativity scene in your home is 
another meaningful way to celebrate Advent and 
Christmas. Instead of setting up the entire scene 
all at once, try these suggestions this year.

A Prayer for the Nativity Scene:

Set up the stable and the manger 
alone and then slowly move the figures 

toward them each day of Advent.

Moving Towards Bethlehem

Put a piece of straw in the manger for a good 
deed done each day so that the Christ Child will 
have a bed. If your nativity set does not allow 
for this, consider making a separate manger and 
putting it in a central spot for your family as a 
reminder of our preparations.

Prepare with Good Deeds

Wait until Chistmas Eve and as a 
family place the Christ Child in the 

manger. Stop to pray together or 
sing Silent Night.

Waiting for Christ
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Thus, each Advent, we revisit the unfolding 
of the story leading up to Jesus’s birth. 
Whichever version (this year it is the Gospel 
of Matthew) we attend reminds us anew 
of how much the world was in turmoil. 
Yet people paid attention, resisted fear, 
and trusted in God in anticipation and 
expectation of his presence. Advent invites 
us to do the same.

This year at St. Mary’s, we hope that you 
will participate in the anticipation and 
expectation. Each Sunday during Advent, 
we will celebrate the sacrament of Holy 
Eucharist as we ponder the mystery of how 
it fulfills the promise of the baby Jesus‘s 
birth, and our Adult Forums will explore the 
meaning of the Advent gospel. Begin the 
season by making an Advent wreath with 
your family on November 27. Pick up one 
of the Advent books in Dover Lounge, and 
discover your own Advent practice. Join us 
for Advent Quiet Day on December 1, when 
we invite you to experience different ways 
of contemplating the season throughout 
the day. Come to the Virginia Museum of 
Fine Arts on December 8 to see how Jesus‘s 
mother Mary is evoked in art through the 
ages. Attend Noonday and Evening Prayer 
on Wednesdays. Pay attention, resist 
fear, and trust in God in anticipation and 
expectation of his presence.

Advent blessings,
Weezie   



LESSONS OF ADVENT

Advent is the expectant waiting, the hopeful 

anticipation, and the cheerful preparation for 

God entering our lives in all moments, places, 

and times. Advent reminds us that there is joy 

in waiting because at the end of this season, we 

are met with the birth of our Lord and Saviour, 

Jesus Christ. Hope and inward preparation 

allow us to welcome the love of God. 

With the flurry of activities from parties to 

holiday shopping to preparing our homes 

and getting ready for family visits, the time of 

Advent too easily becomes about stressing, 

planning and buying. Let these scripture 

passages remind you what Advent is all about.

“The people that walked in darkness 

have seen a great light: they that 

dwell in the land of the shadow 

of death, upon them hath the 

light shined. For unto us a child is 

born, unto us a son is given: And 

the government shall be upon his 

shoulder: and his name shall be 

called wonderful counselor, the 

mighty God, the everlasting father, 

the prince of peace.”

Isaiah 9:2-6

“He shall live as long as the sun and moon endure, from 

one generation to another. He shall come down like 

rain upon the mown field, like showers that water the 

earth. In his time shall the righteous flourish; there shall 

be abundance of peace till the moon shall be no more. 

Blessed be the Lord God, the God of Israel, who alone does 

wondrous deeds!”

Psalm 72:5-7, 18

“Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the 

coming of the Lord. The farmer waits for 

the precious crop from the earth, being 

patient with it until it receives the early and 

the late rains. You also must be patient. 

Strengthen your hearts, for the coming of 

the Lord is near. Beloved, do not grumble 

against one another, so that you may not 

be judged. See, the Judge is standing at 

the doors! As an example of suffering and 

patience, beloved, take the prophets who 

spoke in the name of the Lord.”

James 5:7-10

Matthew 1:18-25
“An angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, ‘Joseph, son of 

David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived 

in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you are to name him 

Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.’”

As we journey into this period of waiting, let us read the lessons of the Bible and prepare 

our hearts to receive a love that makes all things new.

worShip

Give

wAit

love

hope

AnticipAte

prAy

live Simply

Slow Down

Be Quiet

Advent is a time to:
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St. Mary’s
Advent at

Wednesday, November 30
You are invited to fully enter into this expectant season. Check out a number of 
worship opporutnities and events to enrich your Advent season. 10 a.m. Lectionary Bible Study, Library

12 p.m. Noonday Prayer, Little St. Mary’s
5:45 p.m. Evening Prayer, Little St. Mary’s

Thursday, December 1

7:30 a.m. - 6:30 p.m. Advent Quiet Day, Little St. Mary’s

Saturday, December 3

4-6 p.m. Gifts for Life Movie Fundraiser, New Parish Hall

Sunday, December 4, 
Second Sunday in Advent

9 a.m. Holy Eucharist Rite One, Little St. Mary’s
10 a.m. Adult Forum, Sunday School, Confirmation Class, Sunday 
School and Education Buildings and New Parish Hall
11 a.m. Holy Eucharist Rite Two, New St. Mary’s

Wednesday, December 7

10 a.m. Lectionary Bible Study, Library
12 p.m. Noonday Prayer, Little St. Mary’s
5:45 p.m. Evening Prayer, Little St. Mary’s

Thursday, December 8

10 a.m. Mary at the VMFA with Weezie, Virginia Museum of Fine Arts

Sunday, December 11, 
Third Sunday in Advent

9 a.m. Holy Eucharist Rite One, Little St. Mary’s
9:30 a.m. Parish Breakfast, New Parish Hall
10 a.m. Adult Forum, Sunday School, Confirmation Class, Sunday 
School and Education Buildings and New Parish Hall
11 a.m. Holy Eucharist Rite Two, New St. Mary’s

Wednesday, December 14

10 a.m. Lectionary Bible Study, Library
12 p.m. Noonday Prayer, Little St. Mary’s
5:45 p.m. Evening Prayer, Little St. Mary’s

Sunday, December 18, 
fourth Sunday in Advent

9 a.m. Holy Eucharist Rite One, Little St. Mary’s
10 a.m. Adult Forum, Sunday School, Confirmation Class, Sunday 
School and Education Buildings and New Parish Hall
11 a.m. Holy Eucharist Rite Two, New St. Mary’s
5:30 p.m. Lessons and Carols, New St. Mary’s

Wednesday, December 21

10 a.m. Lectionary Bible Study, Library
12 p.m. Noonday Prayer, Little St. Mary’s
5:30 p.m. Parish Supper, New Parish Hall
5:45 p.m. Evening Prayer, Little St. Mary’s

Saturday, December 24, 
Christmas Eve

4 p.m. Children’s Lessons and Carols, New St. Mary’s
7 p.m. Holy Eucharist Rite Two, New St. Mary’s
11 p.m. Holy Eucharist Rite One, Little St. Mary’s

Sunday, December 25, 
Christmas Day

10 a.m. Holy Eucharist Rite One, Little St. Mary’s

Sunday, November 27, 
First Sunday in Advent

9 a.m. Holy Eucharist Rite One, Little St. Mary’s
10 a.m. Advent Wreath-Making, New Parish Hall
11 a.m. Holy Eucharist Rite Two, New St. Mary’s

Advent Prayer for St. Mary’s
Dear God, as we start another Advent season, a season of new beginnings, 
help us to be open to your spirit in ways we can only imagine. Empower us 
to be a strong community of faith so we may be witnesses of your love to 
each other and the world. Prepare us for the great things which lie ahead. 
We ask this in Jesus’ name. AMEN.


