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“Our Story” Released at The Feast,
Is Newest Addition to Website Videos

Western Windows of Little &. Mary's

The Feast of Mary Allen, September 21, featured festive
fellowship, delicious food and drink, and video presentations
about the heritage of St. Mary’s Church. A dide show of photos
offered scenes from the parish past, and enhanced the feeling of
gratitude for our community and those who have contributed to
our legacy of grace.

“Our Story” was introduced to the gathering as a mini-docu-
mentary about Mary Allen of Tuckahoeand her shortlife’ simpact
on the familiesthat collaborated to build and launch the mission
of Little St. Mary’ sin 1878. Produced and edited by parishioner

Woody Coates, a member of the communications committee,
“Our Story” includesinterviewswithour late Rector Emeritus, the
Rev. W. Holt Souder and with our Rector the Rev. Dr. John E.
Miller. 1t also containsfootage of the construction and consecra-
tionof New St. Mary’sin 1992,

To view “Our Story” and other St. Mary’s videos, go to our
website, www.stmarysgoochland.org, and click on the “videos”
link. You will see and hear significant stories compiled for our
enjoyment and inspiration.
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St. Mary's Episcopal Church

Dover Parish in the Diocese of Virginia
12291 River Road
Richmond, Virginia23238

Telephone: (804) 784-5678  Facsimile: (804) 784-1940
E-Mail Address: info@stmarysgoochland.org
Website: ssmarysgoochland.org
St.Mary’sSchool Telephone: (804) 784-2049

Episcopal L eadership

TheAr chbishopof Canterbury
TheMost Rev. and Rt. Honorable Rowan Williams
ThePresiding Bishop of theEpiscopal Church
The Most Rev. Katharine Jefferts Schori

TheBishopof Virginia
The Right Rev. Shannon Sherwood Johnston

TheBishop Suffragan

TheRight Rev. Susan E. Goff
Assistant Bishop
TheRight Rev. EdwinF. Gulick, Jr.

TheParish Staff

Rector TheRev. Dr. JohnE. Miller
Associate Rector TheRev. Eleanor L. Wellford
Priest Associate TheRev. David H. Knight

Minister to Y outh SaraM. Grattan
Minister to Children Anna T. Johnson
Nursery Director Meg Zehmer

Organist & Choirmaster W. Dwight Graham
Parish Administrator Gina M. Alexander

Parish Secretary Lori R. Smiley
Parish Sexton Paul E. Pace
Assistant Sexton Gersain Agudelo

The Parish Vestry

Senior Warden W. Edward Goode, Jr.
Junior War den Molly Mitchell Snow
Treasurer Howard E. Cobb
Register Margaret M. Mickel

Class of 2014
Jeffrey A. Allende
RuthA. Hill

Molly Mitchell Snow
Christopher C. Spencer

Class of 2013
Margaret M. Mickel
AllenB. Rider, Il1

W. Edward Goode, Jr.
CatherineC.Keiger

Class of 2015
Dede Andrews
Constance R. Bowden

Peggy Talman
C. Kemper Wharton

From the Parish
Register:

Tranfers In:

18 September 2012 Nancy Shackelford Jonesfrom
Brick PresbyterianChurch, New Y ork, NY
Baptisms:
02 September 2012 Caroline Elysabeth Tunner
Weddings:
15 September 2012 Crysta E. Paceand
WilliamS. Sivels, I

Exploring Prayer

“ Be still and aware of the presence
of God within and all around”
-Phillip Newell

Come and experience the Silence
A quiet morning-
alternating contemplative meditations
with images and metaphors
from poetry, writings. and nature.
Led by Ellen Williams Kympton

November 3, 2012
Old Parish Hall

10:00am-1:00pm
mid-morning refreshments provided.
No previous experience required
sign up Streetsyd@gmail.com
suggested contribution $10.00

BE STILL continues to meet
Wednesdays 6:00-6:30pm
Little St. Mary’s
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Draw Near

A Sermon for the 17th Sunday after Pentecost

Proper 20 - Year B -

23 September 2012

JohnEdwardMiller
Rector

Who is wise and understanding among you? Show by your
good life that your works are done with gentleness born of
wisdom. But if you have bitter envy and selfish ambition in your
hearts, donot beboastful andfal setothetruth. Suchwisdomdoes
not come down from above, but is earthly, unspiritual, devilish.
For where there is envy and selfish ambition, there will also be
disorder and wickedness of every kind. But the wisdom from
above isfirst pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full
of mercy and good fruits, without a trace of partiality or hypoc-
risy. And aharvest of righteousnessissownin peacefor thosewho
make peace.

Those conflicts and disputes among you, where do they come
from? Do they not comefromyour cravingsthat areat war within
you? You want something and do not have it; so you commit
murder. And you covet something and cannot obtain it; so you
engage in disputes and conflicts. You do not have, because you
do not ask. You ask and do not receive, because you ask wrongly,
in order to spend what you get on your pleasures.

Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he
will flee from you. Draw near to God, and he will draw near to
you.

- James 3:13-4:3, 7-8a

TheCollect
Grant us, Lord, not to be anxious about earthly things, but to
love things heavenly; and even now, while we are placed among
things that are passing away, to hold fast to those that shall
endure; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who livesand reignswith
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

MartinLuther had agreat appetitefor Scripture, buthecouldn’t
stomach the L etter of James. So, on hisown authority, thefamous
Protestant Reformer expelled it from his New Testament canon,
callingit an“epistleof straw.” Thereason for Luther’ santipathy
toward James was that the letter seems to support works rather
than faith in God's grace as the basis of salvation.

Luther’s whole approach to reform was focused on Paul’s
teaching that we are saved by grace through faith. For Martin
L uther, that isthelensthroughwhichaChristianlooksat life. This

iswhat it allowsusto see: wehaveno capacity inoursel vesto save
ourselves, and thereisnothing that we can do to earn God' sfavor.
So, theemphasison “doing” inthe Letter of James struck Luther
as subversive. He stressed that no amount of works can qualify
usfor eternal life. It is God'slove alone, alove that is free and
unconditional, that does the gracious work of saving us. Any
other emphasis is counterproductive and dangerously wrong.
Luther loathed the L etter of James, which boldly states“faith by
itself, if it hasno works, is dead.”* Therefore he used his sharp
scissorstoexcisetheL etter of JamesfromtheBible, gladly tossing
its pages to the wind.

And that is too bad, because the epistle contains too much
good to be deleted. Obviously, I'm not the only one who thinks
Luther’ sattitude was over the edge, because theletter remainsin
the New Testament. And it still speaksto us, offering important
guidanceasfaithformsand executesplansof action. Our brothers
and sistersat St. James Baptist Church on Blair Road, and at St.
James son Franklin Street, areinspired regularly by their patron
saint. Infact, our Episcopal siblingshavethetext, “Beyedoersof
theword and not hearersonly,”? inscribed onits sacred architec-
ture, and havewww.doers.org astheir websiteaddress. Theseare
statementsaffirming what theletter hasto offer al of us. They are
evidence of an active, engaged congregation, whose works are
based on a sense of gratitude instead of a self-serving hunger for
merit.

The Letter of James contains acollection of epigrams— prov-
erbs— designed to guide the people of histarget audience onthe
path of life. The content of the |etter has also been described as
hortatory, meaning that it urgesthe reader to pay attention and to
turnfaithinto deedsof action. Onecommentator notesthat, “there
are about sixty imperativesin the letter’ s one hundred and eight
verses.” It's clear that James wants to get the show on the road,
religioudly speaking. Thus he cranks up and unleashes a bevy of
adviceto new Christians. Sometimes he speaksin theindicative,
statingimportant truths; otherwise, heissuesimperatives, expect-
ing hishearersto sit up and take notice. Either way, though, heis
offering the people proverbs, wisdom sayings. These offer prac-
tical guidance to enable people to lead a decent, successful
Christian life. They summarizethe experience of awise observer
of what works toward that end, and what doesn't.

If you' rewondering about theorigin of proverbs, it might help
toknow that they arenot alwaysreligious. Mostinfact are secular
sayings, such as these familiar English proverbs: A watched pot
never bails; A stitchintimesavesnine; Too many cooks spoil the

(Continued on Page 4)
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stew; If the shoefits, wear it; Practice makes perfect; People who
live in glass houses shouldn’t throw stones; Absence makes the
heart grow fonder; Thefruit doesnot fall far fromthetree; and, If
you lie down with dogs, you get up with fleas.

Y et fromthebiblical book of Proverbscomemany memorable
verses, including: “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of
knowledge, but fools despise wisdom and instruction;” and
“Even afool isthought wise if he keeps silent.”®

Oneof my very favoritesisattributed to Virginia s 9" Bishop,
TheRight Reverend Frederick Deane Goodwin,* who advised new
clergy: “Don’ttry to exerciseany influenceuntil you have some.”
That was good advice from awise man. Too bad way too many
zealots haven't heeded his sage counsel.

All of these sayingsexpressatime-tested truth. They arepearls
of wisdomaimed at addressinglifei ssues—somemundane, others
spiritual, and till others problematic.

Intoday’ s selection from the letter, James confronts a serious
problemwith godly wisdom. Histarget isbehavior that’s, shall we
say, inappropriate. Y ou might even call it atrocious, because all
manner of malicious deeds were being committed among the
peopletowhomhewaswriting. The community wasin chaos. We
know this because James cites envy and ambition, boasting and
lying, partiality and hypocrisy asthe causes of conflict. Rampant
disorder was giving riseto covetousness, disputes, conflicts, and
murder. These problemswerebad, but what wasworseisthat they
were happening within the church.

And wethink that the Episcopal Church hashad itsproblems!
James' s people, who called themselves Christian, were breaking
bad in ways that make our recent controversies palein compari-
son. It’sokay to take heart in that. Things have been muchworse,
and the church abides.

What did James have to say about these things? Well, quitea
lot — especially proverbslike “ Faith without worksis dead,” and
“Be ye doers of the word and not hearers only, deceiving your-
selves” Those bits of inspired wisdom echo an older Latin
proverb that callsfor “Deeds, not words.”® James' s version was
from a faith perspective, though. He was not just a pragmatist
looking for facts; he was adisciple of Jesus committed to action.
He urged the people to practice what they say they believe.
Anyone can claimto beaChristian. But if thereisno evidence of
a changed life, what difference does a Christian label make to
anyone? Jamesknew that theanswer is* nothing.” Itwould belike
being given abrand new Rolls Royce, but never putting the key
intheignition, and putting it in gear. After awhile the gift would
become arusting relic in the garage.

However, Jameswon’t stand for awasteof grace. Hesummons
the peopleto an action plan based on Christian virtue. Hecallsfor
wisdom and understanding, gentleness, mercy, and peace. With
these attitudes in place, he remains confident that, with God's
help, chaos can be put in order, and devilishness be put to flight.
Resolve can unplug self-centeredness; a grateful heart can over-
comethetemptationto gratify thewhimsof therestlessself. James
isnot writing empty words, nor ishe coining piousplatitudes. He
earnestly believesthat real faith must translate into action; it can
do no less and still be authentic.

Thus James sums up with a proverbia imperative. He says,
“Submit yourselvesthereforeto God. Resist the devil, and he will
fleefromyou. Draw near to God, and God will draw near toyou.”

That may strike the untamed cynic as a conditional (if-then)
proposition. It sounds like a*“let’s make a deal” approach to an
otherwi se standoffish God who is al oof, removed from our exist-

ence, and out-of-touch with our situation. “Submit yourself to
God” and“draw near” mightimply that oneneedsto havetheright
religious formula to approach this absentee Lord. Reducing the
distance between God and humankind might require some secret
incantation. If someoneislookingfor faithto pay off, togivehim
leverageand clout inthislife, then that iswhat wisdom promises.
In this self-serving view, James's urgent advice to his wayward
sheep islike a business transaction — drawing near lures God in
to do one's bidding.

Suchanotion operateson ego rather than gratitude. It profanes
God’ sloving purpose, and cheapensgrace, but thisnotionismore
prevalent than one might think.

InWoody Allen’ sManhattan, heplaysthepart of | saac Davis,
atelevision writer who is so disgusted with the low standards of
audience intelligence and taste expected by network producers,
that he quits his high paying job to protest. Then, he begins to
understand what he has done, digesting the impact of loss of
income, standing, and popularity. | saac bemoans his situation to
hisfriend, Y ale, whoismorefairweather friendthanfaithful tohim.

| saac:
What did | do? | made a terrible mistake. For about ten
seconds| wasa big hero, and nowit’ sdirectly to unemployment.

Yde
If you need money, I'll take care of it.

| saac:

That's not the point. | got enough for a year. If | live like
Mahatma Gandhi, I’ mfine. My accountant saysl didthisatavery
bad time. My stocks are down. I’ mcash poor or something. | got
no cash flow. I'm not liquid, something’s not flowing. They got
a language all their own.

Yde
We discussed this. It's difficult to live here without a big
income.

| saac:

Yeah, plus | got two alimonies and child support. You know,
| gotta cut down. I’ Il haveto giveup my apartment. I’ mnot gonna
be able to play tennis, pick checks up at dinner, or take the
Southampton house.

Plusl!’ll probably haveto givemy parentslessmoney. It' 1 kill
my father. He's not gonna be able to get as good a seat in the
synagogue. He'll be in the back, away from God, far from the
action.®

Away from God, far from the action. That’snot just alinein
comedy, that’s a reference to what many people think about the
purposeof faith. It’ sareflection of what iscommonly expected of
God, whoisthought tobemoreliketheWizard of Oz thantheGod
reveal edin Jesusof Nazareth. Thisgodistheomnicompetent deity
who rescues, bails out, protects, and promotes the special inter-
estsof peoplewho havetheinsidetrack. To be chummy withthis
god isto have access to advantage. It islike having a debit card
on an account that cannot be depleted. At least, that’s what the
popular conceptionis, until someonetriesto usethat card and gets
denied. Thenthere' sfrustration, disappointment and anger about
feeling betrayed by the fantastic god who is supposed to be there
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when we need him.

But that god doesn’t exist. Thank God. If that deity did exist,
somewhere over therainbow way up high, then faithwould beall
about jockeying for position, seeking personal privileges, and
invoking magical power to secureone’ sown lifeat the expense of
others. But it’s not about any of those things. Having faithinthe
God made manifest in Jesus Christ isto trust that unconditional
loveiswhat he offersus. That loveisnot anentitlement; itisagift
— pure, unbounded, and freely given by the only one who can
affordtogiveittous. God' sloveisnotaspecia favor that wehave
tolobby for; itisagift that
transformsus, eventhough
we lack the right stuff to
transform ourselves. And
yet, Jamesisright: we can
collaborate with the pro-
cessof change if we come
toward one another with
openness and trust.

This past summer | fi-
nally agreed to take atrip
that my son John has been
urging metotakefor many
years. Having lived and
worked in Los Angeles
during and after college,
Johnisaveteranof several
cross-country drives. | had
often heard him describe
the experience of seeing
the breadth of the United
States unfold through the
windshield of hisV olvo. Heloved seeingthe scenery changefrom
Virginiato California. It gave himthe opportunity to think and to
dream and to remember.

| heardhim. And |1 knewthat hewanted metojoinhimonafather-
sonjourney. That part mattered al ot tome. That hewanted mewith
him, and was willing to become not only a co-driver, but a
roommate and constant companion for two weeks, wasastunning
offer —onethat | could not, and would not, refuse. So, on August
3, wedroveour rented Subaru out of Richmond and headed west.

Along the way, John and | saw many sights, and heard Neil
Young in concert at Red Rocks, and had many good meals, and
listened to many tuneson our i Pods, and photographed and filmed
thechanginglandscapefromcoast to coast. It wasafabul oustime,
anirreplaceabletime, and very likely, it wasaonce-in-a-lifetime
chance for usto betogether 24/7 for fourteen uninterrupted days

on theroad. | call that grace. And grace affected us both.

Talking together in acar that’ sin motion isarare opportunity
for getting real, and staying real, for sustained periods of time. If
you'vetriedit, then you know what I’ m talking about. The driver
and the navigator are facing forward, observing the road ahead.
Face-to-facetalking is put on hold. However, there is something
about sitting side-by-side, and talking. Maybe it's akin to a
confession booth, sincethere’ sa* screen” of space separating the
speaker and thelistener. Andthat’ sjust enough distance between
the conversing partnersto take theintensity down anotch or two.
I’'m not completely sure
about theformat, or thedy-
namics of cross-country
conversation, but some-
thing great happened on
that trip.

John and | grew closer
than ever. Each of us took
turnstalking and listening.
Each alternated drawing
close to the other in trust
and openness. And in the
process, we readized that
geography, and time, and
circumstances separating
usdisappeared. Weexperi-
enced an ease of talking
that transcendedthefather-
sonrelationship. Inthatin-
timate bond, we were able
to say things that we'd
needed to say, but hadn't,
for 14 years. We spoke of loss and sadness, aswell asdisappoint-
ment and anger. But what is more, we shared visions of joy and
hope and love. Both of us are going through significant transi-
tions, and speaking of those changesin the context of acceptance
of one another, we ended our journey with a palpable sense of
being transformed.

| thank God for John’ sunderstanding that we both needed that
time together. And | believe that we experienced what James
commended so powerfully to hisreadership. God wasinthat car.
The evidence isthat we drew nearer to him aswe drew nearer to
each other. Each of us has grown; each of usis changed. That, |
believe, iswhat submitting ourselvestolove accomplishesinthis
life. God isalwaysthere, seekingto heal, forgive, and redeemus.
Our task isto pay attention, and to recogni zethe goodness of what
God offers, and to enjoy hislove forever. Amen.

mission statement of our parish:
God’'slove and grace revealed in Christ Jesus our Lord.
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The Blessings of Ritual

A Sermon for the 14th Sunday after Pentecost

Year B - Proper 17 -

September 2, 2012

DavidH.Knight
Priest Associate

Lord, we thy presence seek; may ours this blessing be;
give usa pure and lowly heart, a temple fit for thee.

-Hymn 656, 4'" stanza,
words by William John Hall

Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, isfrom
above, coming down fromthe Father of Lights, with whomthere
isnovariation or shadow dueto change. Infulfillment of hisown
purpose he gave us birth by the word of truth, so that we would
become a kind of first fruits of his creatures.

-James1:17-18

Ritual isimportantinour lives. Thereareritualsweobserveas
a nation, rituals we observe in our own families, and ritual we
observe in the church. These rituals provide us with stability as
you and | recall things that have been part of our lives over
generations. Today, for exampl e, weobserveL abor Day weekend,
aweekend characterized by the rituals of picnics and cookouts.
Itsnational significance goesback to 1882 and isdedicated to the
socia and economic achievements of American workers. It is
appropriate on thisLabor Day weekend that we pay tributeto the
American worker who has been, and continues to be a source of
so much of the nation’s strength and freedom.

And then, thereare family ritualsthat remind us of thingsthat
go back generations. Our recent vacation on Martha' s Vineyard
reminded Jeannie and me of an ancient family ritual that was
repeating itself with this present generation. Our 11- year-old
grandson, Christian, and hisparents Steve and Beth, had brought
ayoung friend of Christian’s along with them for the week they
were with us. His name is Barrett. He and Christian are like
brothers. Their roomat Newby Hill wasthelargebedroomover the
master bedroom where we were staying. Each night at bedtime
reminded us of the summers some 30 yearsago when Christian’s
father wasthat age. Stephen and histhree brothers occupied that
same room and Jeannie and | occupied the same room beneath
them. A generation ago, each night above us, we would hear
laughter and thumping as the brothers jumped from one bed to
another. Eachnight, after aperiod of time, their father would grow
weary of the racket upstairs as we were trying to get to sleep
beneath them. Each night—and | swear it was every night—I

would go up the stairs a couple of timesand | would say, “Quiet
down up there and go to deep. | love you!” with no result. A
subsequent trip to the foot of the stairs would follow. Thistime
I would bellow, “Knockit off upthereandgotoseep!” Immediate
silencewouldfollow my order—ablessed silence—as| would go
back to bed. Assoon as| wasback in bed, however, thelaughter,
thethumping, and thejumpingwouldresumeuntil finally, finally,
bless their hearts, their precious little heads would fall to the
pillows and they would be adeep—and as those little angels
slept, that blessed silence would last throughout the rest of the
night until morning—when the laughter, and the thumping, and
the jumping from bed to bed would once again resume. A
generation later, Christian and hisfriend this summer were hon-
oringthisancientfamily tradition. It brought back great memories
for Jeannieand me. Y ou see, somethingsjust don’t change. What
are some of the family ritualsthat you remember?

Ritual s take many forms and have an important place in our
lives. Intheir proper perspective, ritualscan bring stability when
so much around us is changing so fast.

There are the ritual s we have in the church, ones that go way
back intime. Our ritual for Holy Communion, for example, goes
way back intimeto the early church when Christianshad to meet
insecretfor fear of being persecuted. Thefaithful metatlocations
markedwiththesi gnof thefish, asecret symbol. Theirritual began
with a gathering welcome. Then passages from scripture were
read followed by reflections on the meaning of the scriptures as
well assinging of psalmsand hymns. Prayersfollowed for those
in need and for the concerns of the community. Then there came
thePeace. Almsor offeringsweregathered. After that, they broke
bread together. Sound familiar? That’ s pretty much what we are
doingthismorning. Theformof worship hasstood thetest of time,
yet as John said in his sermon last week, the devel opment of our
rituals has included fancy clothes and ecclesiastical structures
that were perfected in the Medieval period. Y et as John said last
week—and it bears repeating in light of today’s readings as
well—there is something more important than those things—
something that keepsushere, worshipping and serving. Over the
years many rituals have become so important that even one's
salvation, it seems, would hinge on whether or not one adhered
to them even while the poor, for example, starved.

Today's readings each deal with the matter of ritual. In the
Book of Deuteronomy we hear thewordsof Moseswhenhesaid,
“So now, Israel, give heed to the statutes and ordinances that |
am teaching you to observe...” In the letter from James there
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comes the caution that it is not sufficient just to hear the words
foundintheritual. Whatwedoincaringfor othersiswhat matters.
What wedoin confronting injustice matters. Mark, inhisGospel
warns us that we can hold on to human traditions in such away
that we can abandon the commandment of God. All theselessons
arecentered around ritual, but with stringsattached. Inthe gospel
reading thismorning wefind the Phari seesand some of the scribes
who noticethat some of Jesus' discipleswere eating with defiled
hands, that is, they were not washing them. They ask, “Why do
your disciplesnot live according to thetradition of the elders, but
eat with defiled hands?’ Jesus, who was not known for beating
around the bush, said to them, “ I saiah prophesied rightly about
you hypocrites, asit is written,

‘This people honors me with their lips,

but their heartsare far fromme;

in vain do they worship me,

teaching human precepts as doctrines.’

You abandon the commandment of God
and hold to human tradition.”

Jesus puts ritual simply for the sake of
ritual initsplace. Heasked themthentothink
about what was moreimportant, theritual of
washing hands, or the feeding of those who
are hungry? Heis asking you and me now to
think about what is more important in our
lives. Is our compassion for one another
more important than the motions through
which we go in our rituals? What matters
most to us? Doing God' swill or simply hold-
ing on to traditions, precious and helpful as
we think they might be?

Theworld has changed awholelot since
the time when Isaiah was speaking to the
people of |srael and aswell, since Jesuswas
addressing his remarks to the Pharisees and
somescribes. Butyouand| havenot changed
all that much fromtheway peoplewerethen.
Itis till possible, as Jesusis saying, for us
to preoccupy ourselves with the ritual, wanting things to be the
way they always were and never wanting anything to change
whileat the sametimeignoring what it may bethat Godiscalling
us to do and to be in our own day. Our ritual in the Episcopal
Churchisrepletewithbeauty. Our ritual can offer tousastability
that can keep us centered while so much is changing around us.
Partaking of Holy Communion at the various transitions of our
lives, for example, can serve as areminder of Christ’s ongoing
presence in our midst during these times and our Prayer Book
makes provisionfor that tradition. Our Book of Common Prayer
is full of prayers that address our many conditions and our
deepest needs. Our ritual such as we experience isintended to
strengthen our souls and empower usto go back to the tasks and
duties of our lives renewed so that we can be doers of the word
and not hearers only.

How, then, doesour ritual asweexperienceitinthemusicand
hymns, in the word of God and in the spoken word, the prayers
and sacraments inform and inspire our charity? It could be
somethingass mpleasaseed planted through something preached
fromthe pul pit. The other day, for exampl e, someone mentioned
to me something that Eleanor had once said inasermon when she

was speaking of charity to strangers in need. This person was
telling me how what Eleanor said put a new perspective on the
simple act of Christian generosity toward those on the street
corner who are homeless and hungry, people we are likely to
ignore. What sheheardinthat sermon had remained withher. With
permission| sharearecent experienceshehad. Last Saturday, she
and her husband were pulling away from a restaurant in Short
Pump ontheir way to grocery shopping at Martin's. Ataredlight
at the corner of Pouncey Tract and Broad, she saw aman sitting
atthecurbholdingasignthat read“HomelessVietNamVet.” She
lowered her window. Theman cameover totheir car. Shereached
out and handed him some cash. Now some might say that shewas
foolish, but she said to me that the look on his face as he said
“Thank you so much” spoke volumesto her and to her husband.
Y ou see, so often the benefit isto the giver.

Andhow, then, might our ritual asweexperienceitinthemusic
and hymns, the word of God, the spoken word, the prayers, and
the sacraments, inform and inspire our
charitablegiving asit takesform, among
other things, through our financial pledge
of support for the mission and ministry
hereat St. Mary’s,aministryinwhichGod
invitesusall toshare? | think of what one
of thegreat bishopsof theChurch, Bishop
Alexander D. Stewart of the Diocese of
Western Massachusetts used to say. A
great preacher, pastor, and administrator,
Bishop Stewartwasalsowell versedinthe
anatomy of thehumanbody. Heknew, for
example, and often reminded us that the
most sensitive nerve in the human body
isthe nerve that connectsthe heart to the
pocket book. And he was right. The
benefit of giving isto the giver aswell as
to the oneswho receive. And Moses said
to the people of Israel, “ Give heed to the
statutes and ordinances that | am teach-
ing you to observe, so that you may live
to enter and occupy the land that the
LORD, the God of your ancestorsisgiv-
ingyou.” To usthat could besayingthat asour ritual informsand
inspires us to do the will of God when it comes to our financial
stewardship, our livescan beenriched beyond all measure, for the
benefit isto the giver aswell.

This coming week, as you and | go out into the duties and
pleasures of our lives, may the ritual that we experience in our
worship help us continue to develop a meaningful connection
with God and with oneanother, aswell astothosewhomwemight
meet for the very first time. May theritual of our worship deepen
our sense of God' s presence and power among us so that you and
| may be doers of the word and not merely hearers. May we find
God’ sblessingin our doing and inour giving. AsJameswritesin
his etter,

Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, isfrom
above, coming down fromthe Father of Lights, with whomthere
isnovariation or shadow dueto change. In fulfillment of hisown
purpose he gave us birth by the word of truth, so that we would
become a kind of first fruits of his creatures. Amen.
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Children’s Ministries

Anna T. Johnson
Ministerto Children

CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES FORMS
STILL BEING ACCEPTED

Recently we sent out a Children's Ministries Sunday school
registration form. This year we are updating our recordsfor children
and would prefer that everyonefill out abrand new formthisyear. Not
only dowecollectimportantinformationabout your children, but there
aremany volunteer opportunitieslisted ontheformfor youto consider
as well. Please turn forms in at the Children’s Ministries Welcome
Table or have your child bring it to class when signing in.

MEMORIZATION CHALLENGE

Our MemorizationChallengeprogramlast year
wasso successful that wewill continueitthisyear.
Childrenaregivenopportunitiesquarterlyto share
TheLord' sPrayer (K-2nd), 23rd Psalm (3rd and
4th) and the Nicene Creed (5th). We are adding
The Ten Commandments to the list this year for
children who have already completed their chal-
lenge. All childrenwho accomplishtheir goal swill
receiveaprize!

i

PLEASE HELP -VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!

Ittakesavillageto raiseachild! Help usmeet our goal thisyear of
100% participation by parentsin at least two areas of service, which
includeteaching, assisting, All SaintsDay, TheGiving Tree, Christmas
Eve, Mardi GrasPancake Supper, The Easter EQg Hunt, Easter Sunday,
Children’sMissions and Outreach, VBS and more!

M{étewordshi};

"
Color ing

SET

CHILDREN'’S GIVING PROGRAM

This September 1st-5th graders came home with some-
thing new...their own box of pledgeenvel opes. Thisnew and
exciting program providesour childrenwith the opportunity
to learn not only about the importance of giving, but also
about theimpact that they can make by givingto their church
and community. Each Sunday thechildrenwill beallowedto
cometo the front of the church and drop their envelopeina
basket ontheway to Sunday School. What isNOT important
isthe amount of money in the envelope. What 1S important
is that specia feeling they will have by participating in
something that isvalued by God and their church family. At
the end of theyear, the childrenwill collectively decide how
the money they have given will be used either to benefit a
ministry of the church, or even to benefit an organization in
the community. Our hope is to raise awareness of our own
abundance, which in turn creates a sense of gratitude and
empowers each child with the spirit of giving to others. We
hopethat youwill talk with your children about thisprogram
and share in our excitement of it's potential to enrich our
children’s lives. Please contact Molly Snhow at
msnow@stmarysgoochland.org or Constance Bowden at
cbowden@stmarysgoochland.org with questions or to be-
comemoreinvolved with thisprogram. Extraboxesof enve-
|lopesarelocated at the Children’ sMinistriesWelcomeTable.

7

Sunday, October 7
the reading of the Holy Gospel).

Sunday, October 14

Sunday, October 21

K Sunday, October 28

CHILDREN'S MINISTRIES FALL SCHEDULE

11 a.m. Sunday school (Ages 3-4 and 5-6 classes begin at
11am, and First through Fifth graders attend church first and are dismissed af ter

9:45 a.m. Children's Committee Meeting
11a.m. Wee Worship and Children's Chapel (schedule same as above)
11a.m. Sunday school (schedule same as above)

11a.m. Sunday school (schedule same as above)

N

J
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Youth Ministries

Sara Grattan
Ministerto Youth

f SUNDAY SCHOOL N

Sunday Evening Youth Groups INFORMATION
Meet October 21

Sunday School for Grades 6 - 12 meets during the 11 am
Worship Service. Youth go with their parents to church

6rades 6-8 will meet with Sara Grattan and and then are dismissed to the Youth and Education
Jeff Allende, Grade 9 will meet with our Rector Building for Sunday School. We will meet on the follow-
John Miller in the Grade 8 classroom, and High ing days in October:
School will meet with Ashton Guzain the Educa-
tion Building Loft. After youth group, we will October 7
have ashort Worship service outside and thengo All classes will meet except 8th grade at Shrine Mont
to theParish Hall for dinner. Parentsare needed
to help provide dinner and work in kitchen. October 14

October 21

No Sunday School - Youth stay in church with parents

K October 28 /

Haunted Evenings — B\
At
Ashland Berry Farm n
October 28™5:30-9pm Bring $30 for RHYTHMS OF GRACE
ticket and dinner Rhythmsof GraceisaWorship Service/Sunday School

for childrenwith special needsand their families. Wemeet

. . . . the third Sunday of the month in the Education Building
Join your friends and br'mg a friend fo from1-2p.m.forfellowship, funactivities, andHoly Eucha-

Ashland Berry Farm for anight of fright rist. Volunteersareneeded. Our next ServiceisOctober 14.
and fun. If you are interested in participating, please email Sara
Grattan at sgrattan@stmarysgoochland.org.

Shrine Mont Weekends

Grade 8 Join your friends from St. Mary’'s and other Parishes

- around Virginiafor afun filled weekend in the mountains.

October 5-7, 2012 Enjoy great food, fellowship, and fun activities. Cost of trip

is $150 to the Diocese of Virginia and $50 to St. Mary’s

Grades 6 & 7 Episcopal Church. Wewill need parentsto chaperone both

November 9-11 weekends since our Minister to Y outh Sara Grattan will not
be able to attend.
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PARISH-NEWS . IN -BRIETF

INQUIRERS’ CLASS
EXPLORES EPISCOPAL
TRADITION

TheRev. Dr. JohnE. Miller, Rector of St.
Mary’s,isleadinganinquirers Classfor new
membersof the Episcopal Church. Thethree-
session program meetsinthe Old Parish Hall
of Little St. Mary’s on Wednesdays at 7:00
p.m. from October 10 through October 24.

The purpose of theclassisto provide newcomers, seekers, and
current members with an introduction to the faith and spirituality
of theEpiscopal Church. Thelnquirerswill receiveacopy of Jenifer
Gamber’s book, Your Faith, Your Life: An Invitation to the
Episcopal Church (2009) as a resource guide. In addition, Dr.
Miller will present a history of the faith tradition, as well as
familiarize participantswith the Book of Common Prayer.

OnSunday, November 11, the Dioceseof Virginia snew Bishop
Suffragan, TheRt. Rev. SusanE. Goff will visit &t. Mary’ sforal11:00
a.m. service of Confirmation, Reception and Reaffirmation of our
communicants. Bishop Goff will also preachand celebratetheHoly
Eucharist. Those members of the Inquirers’ Class desiring to be
received at that service will be prepared for the occasion by our
Rector.

Pleasedirect questionsand requestsfor registrationintheclass
to Dr. Miller at jmiller@stmarysgoochland.org, or telephone the
parishofficeat 804.784.5678.

WEDNESDAY

BIBLE STUDY

FOCUSES ON
WEEKLY LECTIONARY

ﬂ»

Revised
Common
Lectionary

The Wednesday Bible Study has be-
gun its Fall season, meeting every
Wednesday in the Library at 10:00 a.m.
Led by Rector John E. Miller, each Bible
study session focuses on the Lectionary readings assigned for
thesucceeding Sunday. Membersareencouragedto bringaBible
in a trandation or version that they enjoy reading. Annotated
study Bibles in the New Revised Standard Version, the New
International Version, the New English Bible, and other versions
are available online at Amazon.com, at Barnes and Noble, at
Cokesbury Bookstores, and other retail dealers.

All members and friends are cordially invited to attend and
participate. Discussions are always enriching, and every point of
viewisappreciated. Whileno prior biblical trainingisrequired of
group members, an open mind and readiness to learn and share
insights are always welcome!

CHURCHYARD
TOURS
October 21 &
October 28

Back by popular demand, our
churchyard tour will be led by
Rector JohnE. Miller who,inhis
engagingway, will introducepar-
ticipants to the history and lore
connected to the St. Mary’s
story. Thetour will begin by the
sculpture of little Mary Allenin
the Sunday School courtyard at
10:15am.

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY

The Prayer Shawl Ministry will meet on
Thursday, October 18at 10:00a.m.intheLibrary
of the Adult and Y outh Education Building. Its
purposeis to knit, weave, or crochet shawls as
the ministry’s participants pray for God's blessing on those in
need of pastoral care. Theend productisnot only alovely source
of warmth, but it isal so atangible meansof comfort. Each shawl
representsthe loving witness of prayer offered by acommunity
knit together by the Spirit of God.We encourage all who enjoy
knittingtotakepartinthisprayerful ministry. Inquiriesabout the
Prayer Shawl ministry should be directed to Associate Rector

Eleanor Wellford, 784-5678, or e-mail her at
ewellIford@smarysgoochland.org.
C.S.LEWIS'’'S
MERE CHRISTIANITY
STUDY GROUP

Parishioner LaurieRoger swillleada
study group based on C.S. Lewis Mere
Christianity meeting OnOctober 3, 10, 17, 24, and November 7,
14 on Wednesday eveningsin the Eighth Grade Classroom of
theEducation Building. Comeand seehow theenduringlegacy
of this beloved writer continues to nurture and guide our
spiritual journeys. Discussion will also include the following
articles: “Finding Peace in Time of War,” “Does Conversion
Change Y our Personality” and “How Literature Leads Us to
God.”
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St. Mary’s Episcopal School

by Susan Rawls, Director

Falisintheair! Weloveautumnespecially at preschool! Therearesomanywonderful lessonsforchildren
to learn through watching the changesthat take placeinthe seasons. I1sn't it amazing to seeall of themany colors
of theleaves? Watching the small animalsand insects preparefor thewinter monthsisal so quitefascinating! Thechildren
love experiencing the entire natural habitat of St. Mary's
Episcopal School. Last week one of our classes spent the
morning onthe naturetrail doing art rubbingswith some of the
natural things, building bridgeswith sticks, and enjoying many
new discoveries (lots of science!). Another class separated
acornsasafinemotor activity and threw a“ Squirrel party” for
all of the woodland critters! How fortunate we are to have a
setting that lends itself to discovery, hands-on learning!

Our school isjust about full thisyear with 78 children. Our
capacity is80. If youhaveyoungchildreninyour family or your
neighborhood who might benefit from a program that cel-
ebrates the child and provides adevelopmentally appropriate
play based approach to encourage success in school, we hope
youwill consider St. Mary’s. Toursareavailableeachweekday
from9:30t011:30a.m. eachday. Pleasecontact our officeat 784-
2049for moreinformation.

St. Mary’s Seniors to Consider Election

Integrity in its Season Opener
by Fred Clark

CharlesE. Judd, Chairmanof theVirginiaState Attendeeswill meet at 12:00 nooninthe New

Board of Elections, will describeVirginia sefforts
to ensure the transparency, integrity and legiti-
macy of its voting processes for the upcoming
November election when the St. Mary’s Seniors
Group kicks off its 21st season on Wednesday,
October 10,2012. Concernsabout voter identifi-
cation and other practices have grown country-
wide in recent times as witnessed by increased
media coverage and proposals by various state
legislatures and administrators to re-look at our honor sys-
tem.

Mr. Judd, a marketing and communications consultant,
has a broad range of experience in politics and electoral
procedures. In2011, hewasappointed by Governor McDonnell
to lead the state’s elections. Previously, he had served as
executivedirector of theVirginiaRepublican Party (2007-8)
andinasimilar positionin Ohio (1977-9); asdeputy finance
director of the RepublicanNational Committee(1979-84); and
asanorganizer for Jerry Falwell’ sMora Majority (1984-8)in
Lynchburg. Mr. Judd haslivedinVirginiasince1979,andin
1988 was acandidate for the U.S. House of Representatives
fromthe6th District. Heismarriedto Fine Art Photographer
WandaJudd, and they currently livein Chesterfield County.

Charles E. Judd

Parish Hall for a15 minute‘ gathering time’, fol-
lowed by a delicious lunch (donation $4). Our
programwill commence by 1:00 and we will ad-
journ by 2:00. Guests are always welcome at
Senior fellowship events, regardless of age or
affiliation. Pleasecontact thechurchoffice (784-
5678) by noonon October 8toreserveyour place,
unless you have responded to aprior reminding
phonecall. Many alsoattend theregular Wednes-
dayMorningPrayer at 11:30inLittleSt. Mary’ simmediately
preceding the Seniors Meeting.

o Our November 14 Meeting will featureMr. Ross
McKenzie, St. Maryian, retired Editor of the Richmond
Times-Dispatch Editorial Page, socio-poalitical pundit, who
will reviewtherecent National Electionand discussitslikely
impact on the lives and thoughts of Seniors.

o Our December 12 Meeting, wewill honor the St.
Mary’ sSuper-Seniorsand the St. Mary’ sGolden Pioneers,
and will conclude the celebratory tone with some selected
readingsand carolsin anticipation of the upcoming Christ-
mas Season.
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12231 River Road, Richmond, VA 23238  Phone:TE4-5678

School Phone:TE4-2045
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JEsUS
; Muoki

St. Mary’ sAdult Ministriesand Eazy Milligan arethrilled
to offer a Beth Moore Women' s Bible Study entitled “ Jesus
the One and Only.” Thisis aten-session course that studies
thelife of Jesus, primarily relying on the Gospel of Luke. At
each session, they will enjoy fellowship, watch a 60-minute
video presented by Beth Moore, and engage in group discus-
sion of the previous week’s home study assignments. The
study will meet every OTHER Thursday at 7:00PM inthe Adult
Education Building beginning October 11. They will not meet
on Thanksgiving Day, Christmas Week, or Valentine' s Day.
Depending on private and county school s spring break sched-

Beth Moore Study
Jesus The One and Only

Begins October 11
Led by Eazy Milligan

ules, we may skip those weeksaswell, but theclass should be
finished by Easter, March 31.

If you areinterested injoining the class, please purchase
Jesusthe Oneand Only Book ($14.95) availableat Lifeway or
Amazon. Y ouwill alsoneedaBible; any Bibleisfinealthough
the NIV (New International Version) Study Bible is recom-
mended. Finally,thecost of the$199 DV D purchasepricewill
be divided equally among those attending.

Pleaselet Eazy know by email eliz64.milligan@gmail.com
or by phoneat 314-7686if youareinterested. Theclasswill meet
in the Education building (room to be announced).

ROB BELL'SNOOMA SERIES
Meetingon Wednesday, October 3, 17 and 31, beginningat 11:00 a.m., parishioner Laurie

Roger swill lead asmall group inadiscussion of Rob Bell’ sNoomaserieswhich are 10-15 minute

videos exploring such topics of faith as forgiveness, compassion, mercy, justice, anger and sin. -
Used in churches of all denominations, they are sureto spark plenty of discussion. Thisclasswill
meet in the Education Building Loft.

EDUCATION FOR MINISTRY
Thissmall group facilitated by Associate Rector Eleanor Wellford meetsevery Tuesday
after noon from3:30-6:00inEleanor’ sOffice. Thegroup spendsitstimeintheol ogical reflection
and review of specific reading assignments.

Nursery Volunteers Needed

Meg Zehmer, our new nursery director, is enjoying her ministry to the youngest
membersof St. Mary’s, and is happily wel coming newcomersto our community. Meg
providestheprimary careto thechildren of our nursery, aswell as support tothe parents
and adult volunteers staffing our nursery. As she builds her organization of the nursery
team, Megiscallingfor thoseadultswhowouldliketojointhisimportant ministry. Please
contact Meg by tel ephone241-3918, or direct your inquiriesto the Parish Officeat 784-
5678 or info@stmarysgoochland.org . The first experience of St. Mary’s Church for
young parentsisthrough the nursery door. Our gracious care of the infantswho come
to usisessential to their spiritual beginnings, as well asto the vitality and hospitality
of our church. Please consider hel ping with this special ministry.
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PARISH SUPPER

Wednesday, October 17
5:30-6:45 p.m.
New Parish Hall

Menu:
Spaghetti with Meatballs
Penne Marinara
Mixed Greens Salad
Broccoli
Garlic Bread
Please call 784-5678 for reservations,
or sign up inthe Parish Hall.
Requested Donation: $7.00 per Adult,
$4.00 per child age 9 to 14, Family Maximum $22

If you would like to help, please contact Dede
Andrewsat aalden7@gmail.com or 741-6606

stmarysgoochland.org

PARISH BREAKFAST

Sunday, October 14
10:00 a.m.

New Parish Hall

Menu:
Scrambled Eggs
Country Sausage

Fried Apples
French Toast
Biscuits
Fresh Fruit

Requested Donation: $5.00 per person
Family maxium of $20.00

If youwould liketo help,
please contact Sarah & Bruin Richardson at
740-9060 or srichardson@stmarysgoochland.org
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